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1. Jews in Colonial America

INCE earliest Colonial days, Jews have played a part in the
building of American democracy, participating in this coun-
try’s struggles for freedom, sharing in its victories and con-

tributing to its growth. The Jews even participated in the
discovery of America. Spanish Jews helped finance the voyage of
Christopher Columbus, and Jewish scientists and geographers
contributed to its success by their improvements in the compass
and the application of astronomy to navigation. Moreover, of the
hundred and twenty men with Columbus on the first voyage, five
or six were Marronos, or Jews converted to Christianity to escape
the persecution of the Inquisition.

In September, 1654, a tiny vessel, the St. Charles, arrived in
New Amsterdam with twenty-three Jewish passengers. Individual
Jews had arrived in America before, 1654, but the history of the
Jewish Community in the United States begins with the arrival of
the St. Gharles at the harbor of New Amsterdam.

The Jewish Pilgrim Fathers had much in common with those
hardy pioneers who had landed at Plymouth Rock three and a
half decades earlier. Like them they were fundamentally dis-
senters rebelling against persecutions and discriminations. They
came to this country to escape the wave of persecution instituted
against the Jews of Brazil after the Portuguese recapture of that
territory from the Dutch.*

* During the years 1650-1654, the Jews in Brazil had been treated under
Dutch rule on a basis of equality with the other inhabitants, But in 1650
an insurrection of the Portuguese took place in Brazil which was assisted by
the crown of Portupal, and after 1654 with the occupation of Recife in
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The Jews who arrived in New Amsterdam were soon to set a

precedent that most American Jews have followed ever since,
namely, the bold assertion of the right of all men—regardless of
race, color and creed—to enjoy the full fruits of democracy.
Dictatorial and autocratic Peter Stuyvesant, Director-General of
New Netherlands, was determined to prevent the settlement of
Jews in the colony. There were already too many people in the
colony who believed in the democratic principles of government
to suit the blustering and overbearing Peter Stuyvesant. Had not
the people in 1653 drawn up a “Humble Remonstrance” in which
they demanded that they be given the right to make laws and elect
officials on the ground that such functions belonged to “every
free-born man . , .77 Stuyvesant knew that the Jewish immigrants
would support this “Humble Remonstrance.”

Partly to prevent accessions to the rebels in the colony and
partly to divert the attention of the people from the immediate
issue—the question of sell-government—Stuyvesant launched an
anti-Semitic campaign.

On September 22, 1654, Stuyvesant petitioned the directors of
the Dutch West India Company not to permit any of “the Jewish
nation. .. to infect and trouble this new colony to the detraction
of your worships and the dissatisfaction of your worships’ most
affectionate subjects.” “Giving them liberty,” he added, “we
cannot refuse the Luthers and Papists.” In other words, toleration
of the Jews would bring toleration of other minorities.

The following March the Burgomasters and Schepens of the
City approved a proposal calling for the expulsion of the Jews.
But during these months the Jews of New Amsterdam had not
been inactive, and they appealed to their brethren in Holland for
aid in their struggle. The latter, many of whom were large stock-
holders in the Dutch West India Company, instantly put pressure

Pernambuco by the Portuguese, conditions became unsafe for the Jews, Some
went to the next available Dutch possession, Curacao, but this island was
neither fertile enough nor large enotigh to provide for all Jewish families in
Brazil. Some families, therefore, left for Holland and New Amsterdam.,

Historians have differed over the question whether the Jewish settlers who
came to New Amsterdam in September, 16564 were from Brazil or from the
West Indies, Most available evidence points to the former region as the
point of origin,
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on the syndicate to reject Stuyvesant’s request for the expulsion of
the Jews. After some deliberation, the directors of the Company
issued an order on February 16, 1655, which informed the gover-
nor that his proposal would be “inconsistent with reason and
justice,” and explicitly instructed him to permit Jews to travel,
trade and live in the colony, “provided the poor among them
shall not become a burden to the company or to the community,
but be supported by their own nation.”

Thus by fighting for their rights with considerable fortitude
the Jews of New Amsterdam had won the initial round in their
battle with the autocratic governor. But the battle was by no
means over. The Jews were determined to secure the right to
share in the common benefits of citizenship and to enjoy equality
before the law. In this battle they were fichting for the essential
democratic principles later cmbodied in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the Bill of Rights,

All male inhabitants of New Amsterdam capable of bearing
arms were enrolled in the Burgher Guard for the protection and
defense of the City. In 1655 the reactionary Stuyvesant regime
passed an ordinance providing that Jews should “remain exempt
from general training and guard duty, on condition that each
male person over sixteen and under sixty contribute . . . sixty-five
stivers each month.” The handful of New Amsterdam Jews
refused to be discriminated against in this manner. In November,
1655, Asser Levy and Jacob Barsimson, leaders of the Jewish
community, petitioned the authorities for permission to stand
guard at the stockade of New Amsterdam like other citizens or be
relieved from the payment of the tax. Their petition was rejected
with the curt advice that “they are privileged to go elsewhere if
they like.” But these men were not easily frightened, and they
determined to carry the fight further. They appealed to the
authorities in Holland for permission to perform military duty,
and their petition was granted. In fact, even before it was
granted, Asser Levy, in defiance of the authorities in New Amster-
dam, proceeded to perform his military duties.

The next stage in the significant battle involved the right of
Jews to acquire and hold property, a right enjoyed by every
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citizen in New Amsterdam, In December, 1655, Salvator
D’Andrada, a Jewish merchant, purchased a house and lot at
public auction. But when he sought to take possession of the
property, he was forbidden to do so by Stuyvesant’s myrmidons.
Once again the Jews refused to adopt.a “hush-hush” attitude,
and roundly denounced the action, pointing out that since they
were taxed like other citizens, they should be entitled to acquire
and hold property. When the matter was brought to the attention
of the Dutch West India Company, the syndicate took action to
rescind the order. In a letter dated June 14, 1656, the Company
severely reprimanded Stuyvesant and specifically ordered him to
recognize the right of Jews to engage in all lawful business
pursuits and occupations,

The stage was now set for the final phase of the battle. In
April, 1657, Asser Levy appeared in court and asked for admission
to citizenship. The record shows with what consummate skill and
confidence, the militant Asser Levy argued his casc:

“Asser Levy, a Jew, appears in Court: requests to be admitted
a burgher; claims that such ought not to be refused him as he
keeps watch and ward like other Burghers; showing a Burgher
certificate from the City of Amsterdam that the Jew is a Burgher
there.”

The Court turned the matter over to Stuyvesant and the
Council. Realizing that this was their fight, too, since their own
rights depended upon the successful outcome of the struggle, the
leading Jews of the City rallied to support Asser Levy’s request.
In a petition to the authorities they pointed out that their
brethren in Amsterdam enjoyed the rights of cit.izens_hip, and that
“our Nation as long as they have been here, have with others
borne and paid, and still bear, all Burgher burdens. , . . We,
therefore, reverently request your Noble Worships to please not
exclude us out from the Burgher right. . . .” By now the reac-
tionary Stuyvesant regime realized that the Jews meant to fight
the issue tenaciously until they gained their rights, Reluctantly
the government acquiesced, and, on April 21, 1657, Jews werc
admitted to citizenship. Asser Levy, whose grandson, Lewis Levy,
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was later to serve as an officer in a New Jersey rcgimen.t.durix_lg
the Revolutionary War, became the first Jewish citizen in
rica.
Amf:ﬂmugh Asser Levy was always ready to defend the rights.of
the Jews, he was no separatist, isolz'atf.:d from t%le no‘n-_]ewm}‘].
population. Indeed, the Christian minister, Madison C. Peters,
has pointed out: “No other Jew in his day scemsp[o have had so
many dealings with Christians as Levy. In 1671 he lfent }he
money for the building of the first Lutheran Church ‘m_[\’ew
York. He was named as the executor of wills of Christian
merchants.” j
By 1664, when the English took over the col.o.ny of New
Amsterdam, individual Jews or isolated Jewish familics could .bc
found up and down the Atlantic seaboard. The second Jewish
settlement in the United States was founded in Newport, Rhode
Island. Indeed, among all the New England colonies only R.h.ode
Island offered the Jew complete toleration. Nor is this surprising,
for this colony was a haven of refuge to the oppressed and
persecuted of all sects. Roger Williams, founder of Rhode Island,
was one of the earliest champions in America of the cause of
religious liberty and toleration. He sought to found a“colo‘uy
from whose gates none should be turned away, neither “‘papists
and protestants, Jews and Turks,” #

“It is the will and command of God,” wrote V\Tilliams., “that
. « . a permission of the most Paganish, Jewish, Turkish, or
Antichristian consciences and worships, be granted to fzfl men in
all Nations and Countries. . . . True civility and Christianity may
flourish in a state of Kingdome, notwithstanding the permission
of divers and contrary consciences, either of Jew or Gentile.

And in Major Butler’'s Fourth Paper, 1652, Roger E-Villia.rr}s
declared: “I humbly conceive it to be the duty of the c%vzl
magistrate to break down that superstitious wall of separation

* The charter of the colony, obtained in 1668, declared that no person
should be “any wise molested, punished, disquieted, or caller'l m question, for
any differences in opinion in matters of religion. . . .* “-'1]11211_11 M(‘.Dfma]d.
Select Charters and Other Documents Illustrative of American History,
1606-1775, New York, 1899, p. 128.
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(Efs to civil things) between the Gentiles and the Jews, and freel
without their asking to make way for their peacéablc,habitatior{
among us.”

Between 1655 and 1657 Jews from New Amsterdam and
Curagao settled in Rhode Island, and in the spring of 1658
ﬁ.ftecn Jews came from Holland tc Newport. That 5&1‘:1:3 year }n
Newport a congregation under the name of “Jeshuat Israel” builg
the first synagogue in North America.*

The progressive doctrines of Roger Williams were upheld by
the Rhode Island General Assembly in 1684, in reply to a petition
of‘Simon Medus, David Brown and other Jews anxious to ascer-
tain their exact position in the communil‘.}f. “We declare,” the
Assembly stated, “that they may expect as good protection here,
as any stranger being not of our nation, residing amongst us in
this his Majesty’s colony ought to have, being obcdiegt to his
Majesty’s laws.”

‘This answer, affirming the right of Jews to settle in Rhode
Island, encouraged other Jews to come to the colony. On the eve
of the Revolution there were two hundred Jewish families in
Newport alone.

Jewish communities also arose in two of the southern colonies
and. Pennsylvania. The Fundamental Constitutions of Carolina,
dratt.cd by the English liberal, John Locke, in 1669, contained
provisions guaranteeing religious toleration to “Jews, heathens
and other dissenters . . .”

and provided that “. . . any seven
or more persons, agreeing in any religion, shall ct)ns;itlltc a
church. . . .”_‘]‘ew"s migrated in sufficient numbers into Charleston,
South Czu:olma, to establish a religious community in 1750.
Georglla was founded to rehabilitate debtors who were rotting
away their lives in English prisons, to aid oppressed German
Pro.l;e.stam.s, and to serve as a buffer area for South Carolina
against the Indians. Poor Jews in Furope were quite willing to
expose themselves to the danger of frontier life if they would but
be allowed to settle in Georgia. A boatload of Sepﬁardic Jews,

- s 8 :
) fxlrhough permanent Jewish residence in New York City dates back to
r : s = e 4
e it was not until 1728 that the religious congregation could build its own
synagogue. Before that time worship was conducted in rented quarters.

12

and another of German Jews, reached the medel colony shortly
after the arrival of the first governor, James Oglethorpe. Both
the trustees in London and the settlers in the colony demanded
the exclusion of Jewish settlers, Oglethorpe, however, rejected
these bigoted requests and permitted the Jews to remain and

set up a religious community.

When William Penn founded the colony of Pennsylvania, he
took pains to let it be known that religious liberty would be
guaranteed not only to Christians of every description but to all

who “acknowledged one Almighty and Eternal God to be the

Creator, Upholder, and Ruler of the World.” Jews who learned
of this liberal outlook came to the new colony, and about
1745 a Jewish community was organized at Philadelphia.

A few years later Jews began to carve a niche for themselves
on the Pennsylvania frontier. Of the cleven original families
that are classed as the founders of Easton, Pennsylvania, in 1750,
Meyer Hart and his wife, Rachel, were one. The forty people in
these eleven familics, Jew and Gentile alike, clustered about a
little frontier stockade, in a place where the war-whoop of the
Indians was a familiar and much dreaded sound. In 1753, when
the somewhat enlarged community built a f[ree school, Meyer
Hart's name led the list of contributors. The cause of free public
education was advanced by his donation of twenty pounds of
wrought nails.

Jewish settlers also played a leading role in the frontier
community of Lancaster, Pennsylvania. In 1747, Richard Locke
wrote of the population of Lancaster: “Here are less Quakers
than in many other counties . . . here are ten families of Jews.”
That same year the community of Lancaster was enriched by the
arrival of Dr. Isaac Cohen, who with a quaint notice announced
his intention to set up practice as a physician:

“Dr. Isaac Cohen from Hamburg in Germany, whe studied
seven years in the City of Copenhagen, informs the public that
he has lately arrived in Lancaster, where he intends to practice
physic and the art of healing, at the home of John Hatz, inn-
keeper. . . . N.B—Poor persons cured gratis if they can show a
certificate from a clergyman that they are really poor. He expects
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letters addressed to him to be postpaid, those who live at a dis-
tance and desire his aid will please send a horse for him.”

On the eve of the American Revolution the Jewish population
numbered about two thousand or three thousand in a total
population of approximately three million, or less than one-tenth
of one per cent. Most of them were from Spain or Portugal or of
Sephardim descent, but quite a few of Ashkenazim descent had
come from Germany together with other persecuted German sects,
and a small number were [rom England.

Even though the Jewish communities, concentrated chiefly in
a half dozen seaboard cities, were small before the Revolution,
individual Jews played an important part in the commercial and
social life of the colonies. Jewish merchants were active in the
intercolonial and foreign trade and in trade with the Indians.
Hayman Levy of the New York firm of Levy, Lyons and Company
became the largest fur trader of the colonies. The Jewish mer-
chants of Pennsylvania were exceedingly important in helping to
open up the West. Joseph Simon of Lancaster became one of the
largest landholders in Pennsylvania and, in fact, in America, his
enterprises extending not only in Pennsylvania but to the Ohio
and Illinois and to the Mississippi River. The brothers Bernard
and Michael Gratz of Philadelphia were among the leading fur
traders and land speculators in the colonies, and contributed
immeasurably towards the expansion of the frontier,

The foremost Jewish families on the eve of the American
Revolution were the Franks, Simon and Gratz families of
Pennsylvania, the Sheftal] and Minis families of Georgia, the
Ettings of Maryland, the Cohens of South Carolina, the Pintos of
Connecticut, the Hays and Lopez families of Rhode Island and
Massachusetts, and the Gomez, Seixas, Simon, Hendricks, Moses
and Phillips families of New York.

The most influential Jew in colonial America was undoubt-
edly Aaron Lopez of Newport. In Portugal, Lopez and his two
brothers had lived outwardly as Christians but secretly as Jews.
Aaron Lopez arrived in Newport with his wife on October 13,
1752. Beginning as a merchant in the spermaceti candle business,

14

he gradually built up a lucrative trat.ie in man};E?medivtiels “(Tt};
Europe, the West Indies .anq Africa. ‘By l‘.r‘f‘:;.,l‘Lo]?;r:1 ;ﬂes
complete or part ownership in over tl.urty vessels. 2 i
president of Yale University, said of him:

i : Honor and
“Ie was a Merchant of the first Eminence; for\-Iercham e
Extent of Commerce probably surpassed by no :I i 1
i usiness with the greatest ease :
ey : Adour, a calm urbanity
' carri t a sweetness of behaviour, 1 u Y,
U b i i : of manners. Without a
oreeable affected politeness of manners. :
apreeable and unaffec : 5 .r .
:irr:.glg enemy and the most universally beloved by an extensiv
acquaintance of any man I ever knew,
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2. Jews and the American Revolution

URING the American Revolution the vast majority of the

Jews rendered distinguished service in the cause of free-

dom, fighting with uncompromising zeal to frce their
country from British domination. The Jewish people actively
participated in the momentous events culminating in the Amer-
ican War for Independence. Owing to the fact that most Jews
were merchants and tradesmen they were among the first to feel
the disastrous cffects of British repressive measures. The continu-
ance and enforcement of these restrictions would have destroyed
the economic prospects of most of the Jewish people in America.
Thus the British laws which required the Americans to trade
only with the British West Indies threatened to destroy the
profitable trade Jewish merchants had developed with the French,
Spanish and Dutch West Indies, At the same time the ‘Royal
Proclamation of 1763 forbidding settlement west of the Appa-
lachian mountains struck a heavy blow at the prospects of Jewish
traders and land speculators,

The Jews threw in their lot with the progressive upsurge of
the American people early in the Revolutionary movement.
When the Stamp Act was passed in 1765, every Jewish merchant
in New York agreed not to im port goods subject to the provisions
of that law. Meanwhile, in Philadel phia, nine Jewish traders *
joined others to adopt the non-importation resolutions by which

*The signers incdluded Benjamin Levy, Samson Levy, Joscph Jacobs, Hyman

Levy, Jr., David Franks, Mathias Bush, Bernard Gratz, Michaecl Graiz, and
Moses Mordecai.
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they agreed “not to have any goods slwfppfed fn?m‘ ?Zeil-fr:;?;l
unLJiI after the repeal of the Stamp Act. Five years la e ,.111 -\-Uni
when an attempt was made in New York to ‘strengt 1elrna l.tse; -
Importation Resolution:; a 1111111bc:rr ?gf Jewish merchants ag

: eir names to the agreement.
a“dfif:: I::'IEOTCEHICHL of thge non—im;)OI'.tati011 agreements r;:
largely in the hands of the Sons of L1be1tj«,‘ dln {;rgfl:;f;nlim
formed in the latter part of 1765. Composed mainly o mf:I . 0£
artisans and day laborers, this body served as the spear mal 1
the movement to {ree the colonies from Englal}d and to esta )}11.5 1
greater democracy in America. Relying on dlrlcctlactmn rasth :(11
than on petitions to Parliament, the Sons c?t Liberty pu 5
forward the revolutionary movement by proc}dmg those mex:x} i
of the mercantile, landed and professional aristocracy wh‘o wis ;
to advance slowly, and pushing aside those consctrx-'atwes who
feared the democratic objectives of the common people. L

The Sons of Liberty attracted the support of a number I.)
Jews, the most notable of whom was HaerL Salomon, sg:of: 1;:
become the greatest financier of the Revolution. Hﬁ? wis l:u; .
Lisa, Poland, in 1740, of Jewish-Portuguese ancestry. At tdemi
of thirty he became an ardent advocate of .Pohsh: 1ndcp€'r_l e’. (i
and a close friend of Kosciusko and Pulaski, I”_ohsh patn?n:s tmf
supporters of the American R.EVOhllllOI‘l. }n 17!2 tl:ic {)M:::)::} ::k
Poland by Tsarist Russia and autocratic E russia and Aus b
place. Simultaneously, a series of pogroms against the Jews
lallr::zzf.participating in unsuccessful insurrections in his n:::’f-!
land, Salomon came to New York in 1772. There }TE met _E t;;P
ander McDougall, Isaac Sears, and John Lamb, 1eadlcrs o d
New York Sons of Liberty. They soon became ['as_r. frlen;ls:,bgll:lw
McDougall undoubtedly influenced Salomon to join _tlhe. lca;le.n.t;
Boys. Thus, while rising into the rarfks‘of the mercan’t.lic ei - ir.]
by opening a brokerage and commission merchaflts )1.151 »n.hhthc
New York, Salomon did not hesitate to cast his -lot witl -
mechanics and day laborers. The Sons of Liberty V\”&l\"f: b,l,tt(;I §L
condemned by many members of the “better classes,” bu
% The Jewish merchants who signed the. compact wert; Sacmsiil{agudah,
Hyman Levy, Jacob Moses, Jacob Myers, Jonas Phillips, and Isaa
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Salomon’s previous association with the cause of liberty in his
native land drew the ardent Polish-Jewish patriot naturally to the
side of the common people in America who were snrug;{ling to
overthrow “Tyranny at home and abroad.” :

While Haym Salomon was working with the Liberty Boys in
New York, Francis Salvador, the Jewish plantation owner of
South Carolina, who was known as “the Southern Paul Revere,”
was playing a similar role in a different section of the country,
Raised in luxury in England and inheriting a fortune of £60,000,
Salvador arrived in South Carolina in December, 1773. He
imr:*aediately allied himself with the Revolutionary patriots. So
active was he in the patriotic cause, that he was elected a member
of the Genceral Assembly in South Carolina in 1775—one year
after his arrival in the coIony. At about the same time, he was
chosen by the inhabitants of South Carolina as a delegate to the
Prc‘)\-’incia] Congress, the body that co-ordinated rex-':)lutionarv
activity throughout the colony. Shortly after he assumed his seat’,
he was appointed to serve on a committee to carry out the
provisions of the Articles passed by the Provincial Congl:ess_. which
stated that the colonists “were entitled to life, ]Hibertv and
property, and that they had never ceded (o any sovereign Jpowcr
whatever a right to dispose of either without their consent.”
Salvador was also sent by the Congress to persuade Tories to join
the Revohltionar}r movement, Rev. Dr. Tennent, who headed
one such mission to the Tories, wrote in September, 1775: “In my
efforts T was ably seconded by Mr. Salvador.” And David Fanning,
a Tory colonel in the Revolutionary War, noted the following
in his diary under the date of July, 1775: i

But at the time appointed, instead of meeting a minister,
we all went to meet two Jews by name of Silvedoor [sic] and
Repley, and after making many speeches in favor of the rebel lion
and used all their endeavors to delude the people away, at last
presented rebellion papers to see who would sign them. They
were severely reprimanded by Henry O'Neil and many others.
It came so high that they had much ado to get off with their lives.”

Salvador was the first Jew to give his life in the Revolutionary
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cause. On August 1, 1776, less than a month after the Dcd.ara[ion
of Independence was signed, he was killed in a battle against the
Tories and Indians who had been invited by the British.* Only
twenty-nine years old when he died, his loss was keenly felt by
the patriots. As Judge William Drayton, leader of the South
Carolina movement, put it: “Salvador was intimately known and
esteemed by the first revolutionary characters of South Carolina.”
“The whole army regretted his loss,” added a contemporary
]ournal, The Rembrancer, “as he was universally loved and
esteemed by them.”

Of the two to three thousand Jews in America on the eve of
the War for Independence only a very small portion were men
young cnough to bear arms. In licht of these circumstances, the
fact that as many as a hundred Jews served as regular troops and
militiamen during the American War of Liberation, reveals the
deep attachment of this numerically insignificant group for the
Revolutionary cause. Several military units had a relatively high
percentage of Jews. In South Carolina, for example, there was a
“Jews’ Company,” commanded by Captain Richard Lushington.
The name derived from the fact that this voluntary company had
been recruited from a section of Charleston in which Jews pre-
dominated and that a high percentage of its members—ten to
fifteen out of a full complement of sixty men—were Jews.

Jewish soldiers served with honor and distinction on the field
of battle. Philip Moses Russell, who enlisted as a surgeon’s mate
in the spring of 1775 and left the army in 1780 because of an
illness contracted at Val ley Forge, was commended by Washington
for his “assiduous and faithful attention to the sick and
wounded.” Asher Pollock of Newport who enlisted in 1777
remained in the Continental Army for more than six years, At
the end of the war he was mustered out and awarded “two
honorary badges for faithful services.” Benjamin Nones, a French

* Salvador's military activities did not represent the first instance of Jewish
Participation in the armed forces in America. At the opening of the French
and Indian War in 1757, Isaac Myers of New York called a town meeting at
the Rising Sun Inn and set up a company of soldiers of which he was chosen
captain, Joseph Simon distinguished himself in a battle with the Indians at
Bloody Run in 1763, and Aaron Hart fought with the Army invading Canada,
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Jew, came from Bordeaux,
volunteering in the Ameri
service under Generals Pulaski, Washingmn and L
tain Verdier reported on December 15, 1779:;

can Revolutionary Army. He saw
afayette. Cap-

“Benjamin Nones has served as a volunteer in my company
during the campaign of this year and at the siege of Savannah in
Georgia and his behavior under fire in all the bloody actions we
fought have been marked by the bravery and courage which a
military man is expected to show for the liberties of his country,
and which acts of said Nones gained him the favor and esteem of

General Pulaski, as well as that of all the officers who witnessed
his daring conduct.”

In recognition of his “bravery and courage,”

Nones was pro-
moted to the rank of Major of a

Legion of 400 made up in part
of Jews. So many Jews were promoted from the ranks for dis-
tinguished service in batile that by the end of the war fully
one-half of the Jews who served in the regular army were officers,
some with the rank of lieutenant-colonel.

Nothing illustrates the patriotic spirit of the Jewish Revolu-
tionary soldier better than does the following letter sent by
Solomon Bush of Philadelphia to a friend in the South sometime
after he had been severely wounded in battle:

“I am, thank God, better and have the satisfaction to have
my limb perfectly straight. My wishes are to be able to get satis-
faction and revenge the wrongs of my injured country. I wish

you joy of our troops to the northward and hope to tell you
New York is ours before lomte: -

Besides fighting, the Jews helped the Revolution financially,
contributing substantial funds to the winning of the war. The
brothers Bernard and Michael Gratz helped equip the North-
western expedition of George Rogers Clark. Because of his
Revolutionary sentiments, Isaac Moses, a New York merchant,
was forced to escape to Philadelphia immediately upon the
capture of New York by the British. Throughout his stay in
Philadelphia he gave financial aid to the patriots,

At one time,
when the outlook was

darkest for the Revoll.ltionary cause, he
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France, expressly for the purpose of

slution: A . Haym Salomon,
| conclusion of the Revolutionary War. But Hay

ve his personal bond for £3,000 for pl‘ovi.sfitndniing tht,a arm;;f'.
- el Mordecai Noah, who served on Washington's staft,
?xfi:i‘;l.led $10,000 to the Cc:mLinbentaI Arrny.. I\-Ioses.-hl\-I.rHat;‘fi) ::tf
Boston was always ready to (;0:‘1:1'1@11{3 fmar.;cmlly tn? t Ex:;tr i){.ﬁ“:
On June 10, 1782, Robert Morris, bll}_)t‘.l‘l[‘ittljldfjl.lt o ; _dd ‘.d
of Finance, thanked Hays for his o‘ff(fr _of E?.SSlStB.IIC?, and a u;m
“that the present situation of 1_h_e pu L,)’llc business does not req
the assistance you so kindly offered. : e
No one man, of course, was responsible for the successfu

| almost single-handed, kept up the har.ikrupt I_{evolutlonflry]%g;-

I ernment’s _crcdit. As a Scnate C()mmrtt(:(} pomt.ed out _mdr L

| Salomon “oave great assistance by ]_o%ms ?1 money and btiia- »ar;lc;

| ing liberally of his means to sustain the men er{gag[e ' mwzre

{ struggle for independence at a time when the sinews of war

\ fial to success.”
cssc:\ti:eln the British captured New York, Sﬂl(}I.DOl'.l was an‘es.ted
and charged with conspiring with the Revolutionists. .Lcarmng
of his am‘s:xing knowledge of langu agcs_l%e knew ten—his capi.cil'"s_
released him in order to use him as an interpreter among tht’u
Hessian mercenaries. In this work Salomon r'f!ndered a gt'ﬁ.z-lt deal
of aid to American prisoners, and propagandized the Hessians b);
telling them of Washington’s offer of a l'1undrcd\'ai,rcs‘of gmoiL
land Lm every Hessian who deserted to the A{nm l.c(m c,ausel_ r?
good numhc;" immediately went over to the (‘Ontlner.lta] Army.
; On the night of August 5, 1778, Salomon was again arrested
and impris:_mléd in the Provost Jail, the most dreadf..*d Of’th(;
British Lpi‘iS()llS. A few days later ll-tf was (‘.ourt—rna?,tzled .id::;
charged with using his home to a.ssm_ the esc:{yc of / m(}:r Lthe
prisoners, with sheltering spies, with communicating wit 1b
Continental Army, with assisting 1-\-’;13111%1‘&;!:011 in a Plot t(.) u}rln
the King’s fleet in the Harbor of NCV:V York, zm.d w.lth usmig 115
position as an interpreter for the Hessian troops to promote ¢ es‘cd
‘tion and treason. He was found guilty of treason and sentence
' T f_‘d
2 %}-’l];noﬁ‘nh]g, Salomon and his Hessian gugl'd had Lb{,al:::rj
There are various conjectures about how the escape was acc
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plished, but it is most likely that the Sons of Liberty, led by
Alexander McDougall, effected his release,

Leaving his wife and baby in New Y
way to Philadelphia. In a few years he b
in the city, and one of the large
North America. But his funds
institution, for he loaned or gave the Revolutionary, government
$658,007.43, of which $210,000 was in specie. The notebook of
Robert Morris shows not less than
Salomon advanced funds in one w
$20,000 to pay the salarics of men
to keep them in se

ork, Salomon made his
¢came a leading broker
st depositors in the Bank of
did not remain long in that

75 transactions in which
ay or another.* He advanced
holding public office in order
rvice, and made many advances during the war
to army officers, to foreign agents, and for the outfitting of
soldiers, Among those who received such loans were James
Madison, James Wilson, Joseph Reed, James Monroe, Thaddeus
Kosciusko, Edmund Randolf_;h, Baron Von Steuben and General
Miflin. Madison frequently w

Tote of the “Kindness of our little
friend in Front Street,” who rejected “all recompense” on the
ground that the “price of MONey is so usurious that . . . it ought
to be extorted from none but those that aim at a profitable
speculation.”

To all who came with requests for financi
otic cause, Salomon replied: “Draw on me for any sum by post or
express, it shall be honoured at sight, let the amount be EVET 50
great. The bills may be drawn on New York or London if they
are endorsed by their commanding officers.”

In addition o all this, Salomon served as Paymaster of the
French troops in America, and negotiated the war subsidies from
France and Holland “on his own personal security without the

al aid for the patri-

* The following entries recorded in Morris’ diary under different dates are
typical: “Sent for Mr. Salomon, the Broker . . | Haym Salomon called this day
to inform me of some circumstances relative to Bills of Exchange . .

- Salomon
the Broker came and T urged him to leave no stone unturned to find out
money—or the means by which 1 can obtain it . , . T sent for Mr. Haym

Salomon to consult respecting the sale of Bills,
continue to undersell me, therefore must wait . , . Ir. Haym Salomon respect-
ing Bills of Exchange. I consulted him about raising the Price, he advises me
to secure a pood deal of money first as he thinks an 1 ttempt (o raise the Price
will stop the sale for some time and T am of the same opinion,”

And find the French agents
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ired a ¢ ission of only
f a cent to the country and required a LO]_Tlm'le 0d “Pmkel
a . F E L : i . iran 3
loss 0197 for his invaluable services. .[—Ic vvfs appcill v
i 0}{ gice of Finance of the United States™ as }v«eA as
. Treasurer of the French Army. )
h consul and Treasur : -
R Robert Morris needed a substantial sum to buy su‘pp.Old
Whenld' he sent a courier to Salomon. The story is tc
. hiladelphia whi Salomon was
o th; messenger arrived in Philadelphia while Salon e
= ic 2 2SSENGET Appeare
that' ipating in Yom Kippur services. The ﬂlLaserig t I:]Ee)ed "
Pﬂr';ﬂp ogue and informed Salomon of the urgen . .t o
synagogu ; 1 : i e
o él‘nilenl for money. Without a word he 1;t_urn i
o . : is £ -worshippers. 3
.- in the synagogue and asked his fellow-wors pE bl
e 1 L ol il
I'Jl'aczom Kippur,” replied one. “But it's the C-rlﬁc b
“31_ d. This was enough. The money was quickly rai
replied. s : g L
1 ove forris.
lay turned over to M G
the(l)lex} i 21, 1783, Salomon and several other k,adm% J.m i
e / i 1 v Thomas Paine, tc
i igne ition, writien by Tl
. a* signed a petition, ) iy
PhlladEIP_hl i ess, promising to raise funds needed t
the Continental Congress, p :
pay the soldiers:

e World,” it went, “with Cal}ing on
e do' - an:::zi ':t};L l'l%eotr'lkcli';m'uand to the (El'!.ld}t‘l?l'fil ?(E
COIlg‘l:USS i 1d(-) 'Jli"il,hhol.d the means by which that }Ub?it 15 o
E )}Ieihe coﬁtl‘arv, we [reely offer ourselves 10 jmrioto
-y mlﬁne{ll-l'(;ational inca{'.‘surc to effect those pl.:;p,?ses and
zlsltd;lglilsrlll Itihgf character of America equal to her rank.

ie n account of their

Some Jews suffered severe losses Chltﬂ}f. on ac il
adherence to the American cause. The business ;)1 nr_dl. ) %;\itiqh

. : 't W wrecked when the ] s

1 : F Newport was wrec : .
ewish merchants of : o Wb
Ja tured most of their vessels. When Haym S.-]]r.)mo]n d b
c el g : i omile ol e
I?I;’} his family was left practically penniless, “luler --k-]'_-]i?_:_h .

' o ; $350,000, none of w .

~d his es s much as $350,000, .

ment owed his estate a Lk R
ever repaid.** David Hays, a Westchester County merchz

I T ; : ;

L y ent were Isaac
S S in signing this docume it
A E y oined Haym Salomon in si ; : onas Phillips,
F; &LI h?:;:'tst]l_.?:\«:l\f Isaac Moses, Moses Cohen, Seymour Hart. J
ranks, Isaz Jaiidaa

il i J??Db' butncg?r;‘nd in 1850, Congressional Com-
: asi tably in 1R4¢ 50,
** On several occasions, no 3

i y L 1wthing EVET
i back favorab; Y. Bu ik
mi ttees discussed the daim and Tl’.pﬂ! ted V¥ : :
Came ‘Uf it (Jl: December 15, 1941 s however, SE{]O]I!UH} 'ﬁ.llﬂnt. TE]C!?I ed t.hc_
B iti n‘ he s illslly deserved. In Clm.aga on that d(lf 1e Georpe
Tecognitio 50 ol B
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his house burned to the ground simply

patriot side. Mordecai Sheftell, Chairman of the Rebe] Parochial
Committee to supervise internal affairs in Savannah, was dis-
qualified by the British authorities from all civil rights, and
other Jewish patriots in Georgia were deprived of the right of
holding any office or engaging in business.
David S. Franks of Montreal had his fortune swept away by
confiscation because he had aided the Ameri
their invasion in Canada. Afrer being imprisoned on the charge
of having “zealously served the rebels in the winter of 1775-1776,”
Franks joined the retreating American Army
remainder of the war to active service in t
to the rank of lieutenant-colonel.
ton, dated May 12, 178
considerable pride:

because he fought on the

can troops during

and devoted the
he armed forces, rising
In a Jetter to George Washing-
9, Colonel Franks pointed out with

“I have devoted eleven years of the best
Service of my Country, in all which time I
have ever been actuated by a disinteres
and Prosperity.”

part of my life to the
am bold to say that I
ted zeal for her Honor

Naturally, all Jews did not ally themselves with the patriots.
Some of the richer ones, fearing a movement which aimed to
secure greater freedom for the common people in America as
well as to free the Colonies from British domination, became
Tories. David Franks, one of the Philadelphia merchants who
had signed the original non-importation agreements, became a
prominent Tory and was charged with giving secret aid to the
enemy. In July, 1780, the state of Rhode Island passed an act of
banishment against those who had “left this State

and joined the

Washington - Robert Morris - Haym Salomon

August, 1936, when the plan for such a mom
Patriotic Foundation of Chicago, President Franklin D, Roosevelt wrote:
“It was never disputed that at a critical period in the affairs of the Revolution,
Haym Salomon came to the rescue of the Continental Congress with loans
freely extended. The debt of gratitude which the Nation owes Salomon's
memory will in part be paid through the fulfillment of plans of the Patriotic
Foundation to erect in Chicago a monument which will portray Salomon with

his fellow patriots, George Washington and Robert Morris, I bespeak for the
undertaking the fullest measure of success.”

monument was unveiled. In
lment was announced by the
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Included in the list was Isaac Hart, _wcalthy
: Tory. In 1776 when
] joi 7 1ers
ell into British hands, fifteen Jews joined V\-ltlll _()t%her
a1 address to Sir William Howe and his d)l.ot thé
rqoe. one of the fifteen, served in the
rd Howe. Abraham Wagg, one O.t the A
. h militia, and in 1778, engaged in propaganda for tf :
1b miiiitld, o o, €ng : - e R
i ging the Americans to end their alliance with Franc
i (=]
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3 ereof.

enes th G SR 198 1

= ish merchant of Newport Wi a8 o
ew e

New York f

in signing a loy

by ur s
EZree to a negotiated peace with England. i
3 But most Jews refused to live under the rule : 1 ‘o

dcoats and moved away once their cities were capture ,l eavl g

edcoats -] } e R

{mhind (heir wealth and property. In Ezra Stiles Lhart) t L
‘ . : ; & = T v W i - U].:e 3

list of those who remained in Newport after the Laplt. theyvast
tih i 177 1y i ewish names are on 1t;

British in 1777. Only a lew 1 ' iy
ajority of the Jews had fled with other Americ §£ ; e

i I o i ongr i ews
‘ ’ i 4 ngregation o
About the same time an enore (.(,n%e’o‘l sl
. ~itv. refusine to live under British cont

New York City, ri,tub;hg to live SR b

i rs by the enemy. L gt _ .

tempting offers by _ . o E D O

s Scixas, minister ol the Spanish a1 {
Gershom Mendes Secixas, rmrlnm}e‘] 1 \.E-J.-" i
‘ati sheari srael. From the very ;

Congregation, Shearith Israel e

lutionary strugsle, Rabbi Seixas had espc .\,l b .
Fine s ; -onclusion that the principies

“Having once come o the f.oln(,lxzs i1 - Legn g

ionary party Were rignteous, W : 4 .
revolutionary party w 3 i i
threw himself into the struggle, p:_ea({,hmg i

.I 2 i 15 DOWETS Hersuaslor
principles from his pulpit and using all his pmwrgc;} I iy
1C1 38 ? s : o s

and his influence in behalf of the patriot Ccll; - e

I ive service in the Revolutionary :

i ily per 1 active service in th :

of his family performec g

jamin Seixa Fas mber of the }

His brother, Benjamin Seixas, \m:i {L 1“(\";(;[0%(_3 e
e : A later joined Isaac Mose :
ilitis New York, and later joir ' . :

r American privateers to prey on

Abraham Seixas, was a lieu-

voluntarily

in equipping and sending out
British vessels.¥ Another brother,

American Revolution, ]77_5-1??'&, (31 H
twenty Jews who were intereste 1:;
The importance of this mmbmzft}(m 2
set forth by E. S, Maclay, who writes

. “Had it not been for our

* In his study, Navael Records of the
Lincoln lists the names of close to
privateering during the .Revolu_tio}ni"
the winning of the war Is ar:imzm M i
o o dnne I?H?an\?e??ﬂﬁld Il)nw been for all practical purposes
E 'an;lt tii';lspt:il:?tstonixhiﬁg development of this f(J:E ((:IE
e [1‘01‘1: nilflfreset?:dt enabled the struggling colonists to hold their o
maritime warfs 1

the ocean.”
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tenant in the Continenta] Army, serving in the Georgia ling
during the entire struggle,

Directly after the British troops occupied New York, Rahy;
Seixas urged his congregation to close the doors of the synagoguye
and leave the Tory city. His advice was endorsed by a ma_jf;-riqJ
of his congregation who voted to move from the city. Most of
the congregation went to Philadelphia, but Gershom Seixag took
the scroll of the law and the ceremonials bclonging to the syna.
gogue and went to Stratford, Connecticut. In 1780 the members
of his congregation who had gone to Philadelphia invited Rabh;
Seixas to come from Connecticut and preside over their synagogue
in the City of Brotherly Love. Bringing with him the synagogue
scroll and the articles of cecremonial that had belonged to
Shearith Isracl in New York, Rabbi Seixas Joined Mikveh Israel
in Philadclphia. The majority of the members of this Jewish
synagogue had come from New York City, leaving behind most
of their earthly Ppossessions.* [n 1784, alter the British had left
the city, Rabbi Seixas and his followers returned to New York.
One of the first things the congregation did was to draw up an
address of loyalty to Governor Clinton.

Despite the notable contributions of Jews to the cause of
American freedom and independence, they were sometimes sub-
jected during the war to unjustified attacks which cast doubt on
their patriotism, In the Soush Carolina and American General
Gazetle of December 7l T writer, who signed himself “An
American,” charged that he had met a large company “of the
Tribe of Israel —who, after taki ng every advantage in trade the
times admitted of in the State of Georgia, as soon as it was
attacked by an enemy, fled here for an asylum, with their ill-
got wealth—dastardly turning their backs upon the country
when in danger, which gave them bread and protection.” This

obviously anti-Semitic attack did not go unanswered. Several
citizens of Georgia denounced the charge as a complete false-

* When Moses Gomez, 2 member of the Congregation, died in 1789, the
New York Daily Gazette (April 18, 1789) commented: “He was religious,
hospitable, humane and gencrous, and g staunch friend of freedom, as was
evinced by his relinquishing a very considerable property and residing among
the friends of the Revolution during the late war.”

=]
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orrespondent who signed himself “A real Ameri-

B i Onel L~?|‘Leap(lsrzlelit(t," wrote in the Gazelte in reply:
§ Truetltjo ‘thiﬁk Mr. Printer, that the gentleman is
: - 2llgwrl)ind or he i,s willing to make hiHlSle.SO; for I am
o Vﬂfv}l’ d ,had he taken the trouble of going c]05e}f to
iy CO_“““;: \,muld have found that what he thus publickly
i Chalrs: erroneous and a palpable mistake, as he might have
asserwd;’??‘lréd they were of the female kind, with their d.ear
E:,:;s,cfvho had happily arrived at an asylum, x?fl'lﬁjr'ehzt T:I}*I‘anlm{jzl
enemy was not at theirs or their dear Qﬁ5pr1ngh’ ,ltjta‘s.now ir;
therefore, in vindication of many a \'-wrth}.! Isr.;c ite e
Georgia, assert that there is not, at this EJr@f:ntf outr, b C;g)'n_
Georgia Israclite in Charles Town; and t.fl?li; ?0 artlz Puijli;:k
trary of that gentleman’s assertion, I do declare to ; ;d o and,
that many merchants of that State were here on the 2] _ lleft, .
on being informed of the enemy landing, they instantly h.aw.. f.(,)
as many a worthy Gentile knows, and proceeded poa;t.?hh.t;w:i i
Georgia; leaving all concerns unsettled, a_nr] are nohw u‘t.Ame;ﬁi-
brother citizens in the field, doing that which every honest Amr
can\sf\f:l?:tk%‘io;eal American and True}.lcartcd Israelitfei’(l Si;dt}?f,
the Jews of Georgia and South. Carolina cou}d bteh Sd;;merica_ﬁ
vast.majority of the Jews in this country during the

Revolution,
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3- Jews and Jeffersonian Democracy

Y THER distinguished services during the American Revolu-
tion the Jewish people had helped to lay the basis for the
establishment of a government dedicated to the democratic

principle that “all men are created equal.” To that government,
Jews the world over began to turn in the belief that here in the
new American Republic they might obtain religious freedom and
economic security. In 1787, for example, a Jew in Germany
addressed a letter to the President of the Congress of the United
States, relating in detail the burdens imposed upon his co-
religionists in that country and appealing for an opportunity for
them to settle the frontier in America:

“In the treaty concluded with Engiand by the American
states,” he wrote, “many of us have read with great interest of the
vast stretches of land which are to be cleared and which have next
to no inhabitants. More than a century must elapse before the
inhabitants of the United States will so multiply that they will be
In a position to occupy and cultivate the land which lies east of
the uninhabited areas. . . . Shall dirt accumulate on the new
stretches of land during those hundred years, or shall they remain
an oversized hunting domain for the few? Your religion cannot
forbid you to grant us these lands for agricultural purposes, since
you now tolerate Jews among you. . . . We ask nothing more than
to become subjects of the thirteen states, to pay gladly a double
tax for the best of these lands. We only desite to receive permis-
sion for this outlay on our part to found colonies and to engage
in agriculture, trade, and the arts and services.”

The Constitution of the United States, especially after the Bill

28

of Rights was added, was hailed by _]e‘ws Fhroughout the world.*
The very first amendment to the Constitution gu.ara.meed freedom
of religion, and prohibited Congress_ from establishing any 'church
as the privileged religion of the NZT.thII. Furthermore, Artxcle.VI,
Section 3, provided that “no religious test shall ever be rec!ul.rcd
as to qualification to any office or public trust under the United
States.”

By ignoring all sects, the Constitution secured tlo the Jews real
equality as citizens of the United States. Nor was ircedom‘tor the
Jews conferred, as in some European countries, by special acts
passed in their behalf. They were not regarded as a separate
body, for whom separate and distinct laws had to be frzfmcd.__ For
the first time since their dispersion, the liberty of tlh'(-!ll’ religion
had been guaranteed to them—not as Jews but as citizens. Tl}at,
such was the real intention of those who framed the Constitution
is made evident by George Washington’s reply to the Address of
the Newport Jews congratulating him upon his e]ec‘tion. as the
first President of the United States under the Consutut.:on‘_ In
this famous answer, he emphasized the equality of all American
citizens irrespective of creed: ‘ 3

“All possess alike liberty of conscience and 1rlr1mum11t;l§ (()f
citizenship. It is now no more that toleration is spoken of, as
if it was by the indulgence of one class of people, that anothez‘
enjoyed the exercise of their inherent natural rights. For, haEpﬂ},
the government of the United States which gives to }J.Igoflr}’ vEO
sanction, to persecution no assistance, requires only that they who
live under its protection, should demean themselves as good
Cltlf?ﬁga:x: the children of the stock of Abraham who dwell in this
land, continue to merit and enjoy the good will of the other
inhabitants; while everyone shall sit in safety under his own vine
and fig-tree, and there shall be none to make him atralfl. :

Washington felt especially proud of the fact. that it was his
own State of Virginia that had led the way during tl'?e. Revolu-
tionary era in establishing religious equality. Tnltlﬁt.ﬁ‘d. by
Thomas Jefferson and carried into enactment by James Madison

*In the Pennsylvania Gazeite of July 9, 1788 is an account of the great
demonstration in Philadelphia to hail the ratification of the Federal Co.r&smu—
tion. The writer points out that in the parade were “thc Flergy of di cren’T:
Christian denominations with the rabbi of the Jews walking arm in arm.
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in _1?85, the Virginia Act for Religious Freedom broke down all
religious barriers.* Other states, influenced by the ideals of the
Wa.r for Independence, also removed religious restrictions on
votung and office-holding. The New York State Constitution of
]?’77 proclaimed that “the free exercise and enjoyment of reli-
gious profession and worship, without discrimination or prefer-
ence, shall forever be allowed within this State to all mankin&.”
. Unfortunately, discriminatory laws against Jews still existed
In several states. New Hampshire, for exampl.f:, excluded Jews
and Catholics from many public offices. In North Carolina
moreover, no person who denied “the Truth of the Protest.ant,
religion or the Divine Authority of the Old or New Testament”
could hold any office in the state.

; Ats in. the days of Asser Levy the Jewish people fought dis-
crimination vigorously. Rabbi Gershom Seixas Ied a movement
to eliminate a clause in the Pennsylvania constitution requiring
a?l assemblymen to declare their faith in both the Old Em-d _New
Testaments. This requirement, known as the “Test Act,” virtually
prevented Jews from serving in the legislature. On De:::embcr 23
]TSS,.t.he Jewish Congregation of Mikveh Israel in Philadelphia:
submitted a “Petition for Political Justice to the Jews” to the
Pennsylvania legislature. Drawn up and signed by Rabbi Seixas
Haym Salomon and other Jews in Philade]p;hia, the remons.tr.ance.:
was a boI'd assertion of the fundamental p_rincip!es of iibértv It
cI'lé}t’fi(:t&rlzed the clause as “a stigma upon their nation and .{']:lf‘.ir
religion,” and “unjust to the members of a persuasion that h:;d
always been attached to the American cause and given a quf) )()l";:
to the country, some in the militia, and some by c];eerfu]lyh pa}[*in
taxc‘s and susta‘.ining the popular cause.” The Jews, the petitior%
reminded the legislature, had “distinguishedly suffered Eor- their
attachment to the Revolution principles . . [and] experieﬁced
thc‘r_nnst severe resentments of the British commanders.” The
per.ltl.on asked, therefore, for a discontinuance of the :r‘e]igi.ouq test
contained in the constitution. . A

This 3 AU DL,
15 protest, Thompson Westcott writes in his history of the

*In 1790 the sixth or ganux.‘d ewish (‘tlmmllmty o
f in AmerlLa was [OIHIC(] at
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utest laws” of Pennsylvania, “had its influence in procuring the
subsequent modification of the test clause in the Constitution.”
The actual modification, however, did not take place until several
rears after the petition was drawn up. In September 1787 Jonas
Phillips, a leader of the Jewish community in Philadelphia,
petitioncd the Federal Convention which was drawing up a new
frame of government for the United States, in the belief that this
body could eliminate the test clause from the Pennsylvania state

constitution,

“It is well known that among all the citizens of the 13 united
states that the Jews have been true and faithful whigs, & during
the late contest with England they have been foremost in aiding
and assisting the states with their lifes & fortunes, 1.hey_have
supported the cause, have bravely fought and bled for liberty
which they cannot enjoy.—

“Therefore it the honourable convention shall in their wisdom
think fit and alter said oath & leave out the words to viz—and I
do acknowledge the scripture of the new testament to be given by
divine inspiration, then the Israelites will think themselves happy
to live under a government where all Religious societys are on an
equal footing—1I solicit this favour for myself, my children &
posterity, & tor the benefit of all the Israelites throughout the 13
united states of America.”

In the Constitutional Convention of 1789-1790 the “Test Act”
was eliminated from the Pennsylvania Constitution. The new
Constitution, proclaimed in 1790, permitted all men, regardless
of their religious affiliations, to hold office. As a result the Jews
were given rights in Pennsylvania similar to those enjoyed by
other citizens.

During the 1790’s a number of Jews began to play a significant
role in the democratic movement led by Thomas Jefferson.
Particularly important was their activity in the Democratic-
Republican Societies of the 1790s, composed largely of mechanics,
tradesmen and day laborers in the cities and small farmers in the
countryside, which rapidly became the backbone of the Jetter-
sonian movement. Scolomon Simpson was president and Jacob
Montaigne vice-president of the New York Democratic Society.
Israel Israel was a leader in the strongest popular club in the
nation, the Philadelphia Democratic-Republican Society. He
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worked hand-in-hand with David Rittenhouse, world-famous
scientist; Charles Biddle, prominent merchant; Alexander J.
Dallas, Secretary of State in Pennsylvania, all of whom were also
members,

Convinced that the success of the French Revolution was
closely linked with the success ot democracy in America, these
popular clubs celebrated such French holidays as July 14, the day
the Bastille fell, and September 22, the day the French Republic
was proclaimed. The Jewish members of the societies joined
heartily with their Gentile brothers in these celebrations. In
addition to fecling with them a strong bond of solidarity with
the democratic forces in France, they also hailed the fact that only
during the French Revolution were the 40,000 Jews who lived
in France granted political and civil rights. The influence of the
acts of Jewish Emancipation in France, they knew, would be felt
the world over.

Terrified by the growth of the democratic movement, reaction-
ary Federalists and their newspapers unleashed a virtual reign of
terror against the people, Every effort was made to create the idea
that Jefferson and his followers were agents of a foreign power.
The Federalists accused the democratic clubs of being associated
with an international ofganization, known as the Bavarian
Hluminati, which from its headquarters in Europe proposed to
subvert government, morality, and religion. Anti-Semitism was
also a feature of the attack of coterie of corrupt Federalist poli-
ticians upon the democratic movement. One Federalist sneered
that the members of the New York Democratic-Republican
Society “all seem, like their Viece-President, of the tribe of
Shylock.” Another said in describing the democratic movement
in Pennsylvania in 1797: “A Jewish Tavern Keeper, with a very
Jewish name (viz. Israel Israel) is chosen one of the Senators of
this commonwealth for the city of Philadelphia solely on account
of his violent attachment to the French Interests.”* And on
August 5, 1800, the Federalist Gazette of the Uniled States i» Daily
Advertiser carried an account of a “Jacobin” mass meeting on
behalf of Thomas Jefferson, the presidential candidate of the

*® Chas. Nisbet to Charles Wallace, Dec. 11, 1797, Nisbet Letters, New
York Public Library, Manuscript Division.
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Demoa‘atic-Republican Party, held a week before at the State
House in Philadelphia. This meeting, said the reporter, was
“composed of the very refuse and filth of society,” two of
whom were a Negro scornfully called Citizen Sambo and a Jew
described with equal scorn as “Citizen N ” The latter
andoubtedly referred to Benjamin Nones, a prominent member
of the Jewish community and veteran of the Revolutionary War.

Progressive Americans, Jew and Gentile alike, did not take
these anti-Semitic attacks lightly. Answering the Federalist who
had attacked the New York Democratic-Republican Society and
its Jewish vice-president, one Jeffersonian wrote in a letter to the
New York Journal & Patriotic Register of December 19, 1795:

“If by the word Shylock, you mean a Jew, from my knowledge
of the Vice President, I dare say he would think himself hopoured
by the appellation, Judaism being his religious profession, as
Democracy is his political creed.”

Benjamin Nones also gloried in his Judaism and in his politi-
cal creed in his letter to Mr. Wayne, printer of The Gazette of
the United States & Daily Advertiser, in which he answered its
reporter’s charge that he was a Jew, a Republican, and poor.
Reflecting the views of most progressive Jews at the time, Nones
wrote:

“I am a Jew. I glory in belonging to that persuasion, I am
a Jew . .. and so were Abraham and Isaac, and Moses and the
prophets and so too were Christ and his apostles; and I feel no
disgrace in ranking with such society. . . .

“I am a Jew, and if for no other reason, for that reason am I
a Republican. Among the pious priesthood of chur{?h establish-
ments, we are compassionately ranked with Turks, _mﬁcicls _and
heretics. In the monarchies of Europe we are hunted from society,
stigmatized as unworthy of common civility, thrust out as it were
from the converse of men: objects of mockery and insult to
forward children, the butts of vulgar and low buffoonery. . . .

“Among the nations of Europe we are inhabitants everywhere
but citizens nowhere—unless in republics. Here, in France, and
In the Batavian Republic alone, we are treated as men and as
brethren. In republics we have rights, in monarchies we live but
0 experience wrongs.”

Nine years after this vigorous defense of fundamental demo-
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cratic principles, another Jew made a profound impression on
progressive Americans by a brilliant reply to narrow-minded
bigots. Jacob Henry had been elected a member of the legis-
lature of North Carolina in 1808 and re-elected the following
year. But when Henry entered the legislative chambers in 1809,
a fellow member arose and asked to have his seat declared vacant
on account of his faith. Instead of flinching before this anti-
Semitic attack, Henry leaped to the offensive and asked the
members of the legislature:

“Shall this free country set an example of persecution which
even the returning season of enslaved Europe would not submit
to? Will you bind the conscience in chains and fasten convictions
upon the mind in spite of the conclusions of reason and of those
ties and habitudes which are blended with every pulsation of the
heart? Are you prepared to plunge at once from the sublime
heights of moral legislation into the dark and gloomy caverns of
superstitious ignorance? Will you drive from your shores and
from the shelters of your constitution, all who do not lay their
oblations on the same altar, observe the same ritual, and sub-
scribe to the same dogmas?”

Henry's speech so deeply impressed the legislators that he was
immediately seated. Furthermore, all over the country there was
considerable discussion of the basic queries raised by the forth-
right Jewish legislator of North Carolina. For many years there-
after his address in reply to an anti-Semitic attack was included
in all collections of great American speeches.

In their battle against discrimination and prejudice, the
Jewish people gained the support of outstanding American
progressives. Thomas Jefferson, for example, expressed vigorous
opposition to popular prejudices and discriminations which
limited the opportunity of Jews to take their proper place in
American life as full-fledged citizens. Thus he wrote to Mordecai
M. Noah on May 28, 1818:

“I thank you for the discourse on the consecration of the
Synagogue in your ci ty, with which you have been pleased to favor
me. I have read it with pleasure and instruction, having learned
from it some valuable facts in Jewish history which I did not
know before. Your sect by its sufferings has furnished a remark-
able proof of the universal spirit of religious intolerance inherent
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:n every sect, disclaimed by all while feeble, and practiced by all

when in power. Our laws have applied.thc only 311_1.1?0& t:.o ti&l;
yice, protecting our religious, as they do o civil 1’]0? 11:5(,i ); pfor
ting all on an cqual footing. But more remains tt{ ?f!_ ?ﬁ ’blic
although we are free by the law, we are not so in practice; pl,il:ﬁ :
opinion erects itself into an Inquisition, and exercises its office
with as much fanaticism as tan;; the flames of an Auto-da-F ST

“The prejudices still scowling on your section of our r@hgloin,
although the elder one, cannot pe unfc_lt by yourselves; H]f is t}? he
hoped that individual dispositions will at length mould them-
selves to the model of the law, and conSL_der thfr mora_l baszs,_ on
which all our religions rest, as the rallying point which united
them in a common interest; while the pecuilar‘dogmas branch{ng
from it are the exclusive concern of the respective sects embracing
them, and no rightful subject of notice to any other; public
opinion needs reformation on that point, which _'“fould have Lh?
further happy effect of doing away the hypocritical maxim o
intus et lubet, fortis ut moris. Nothing, I think, would be so
likely to effect this, as to your sect particularly, as the more careful
attention to education, which you recommend, and whlgh placn} g
its members on the equal and commanding benches of science will
exhibit them as equal objects of respect and favor. I salute you
with great respect and esteem.”

Thus in peace as well as in war the Jews in early Ame'rica
fought ardently for the essential characteristics of American
democracy—for religious freedom, for the equality of all m.eﬂ,
and for the right of all people to enjoy a better and happi{:r life.
And at all times they won support of all Americans who sincerely
believed in freedom and democracy,
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4. Jews in the War of 1812

WO DECADES after the establishment of the American nation

the people of our country were called upon to defend its

independence on the battlefield. During the Napolconic
period, Great Britain stopped American ships on the high seas,
impressed Amecrican sailors under the pretext that they were
British citizens who had joined the merchant marine of the
United States, and seized American cargocs bound for European
ports. At the same time British agents organized Indian attacks
upon frontier settlements from Canada to Florida in the hope of
eventually severing the region west of the Alleghenies from the
United States. Other agents co-operated with reactionary Fed-
eralist politicians and merchants, led by the Essex Junto, in an
effort to separate New England from the rest of the country. To
eliminate this threat to the existence of the American nation and
to maintain the rights of the American Republic as a neutral on
the high seas, Congress declared war against Great Britain in
June, 1812,

During the war of 1812 the Jewish people again rendered
distinguished service to the cause of freedom by fighting to
maintain the dignity and independence of the country their
fathers had helped to liberate from British domination. Hay M.
Salomon, the son of Haym Salomon, was a captain of the 10th
Brigade, 115th Regiment; the son of Major Benjamin Nones was
a captain of the 10th Brigade, Infantry. In Georgia several sons
of Sheftall Sheftall served in the American Army, as did David G.
Seixas, son of the ardent Whig patriot, Rev. Gershom Mendes
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geixas. Other Jewish officers in the war of 1812 wcrc-; Bl:i‘gac‘iicr—
General ]osebh Bloomfield, who coml‘nanded the d1st.r1{’,‘t ;_:?em:
prising Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Western Nem‘v |}erf}1;1 t; u
genant Benjamin Gratz, Lieuu?nant Isaac :\'.ICL'L'Z, Clolonc :\,{var 121011E
Meyers, Captain Abraham SQIKE}S, and ;\_d"}utam I(qaaj; Jf,:\{s”er
Pennsylvania; Lieutenant Da\-'fd Metzlt‘l‘ and Cap ,dl‘n :i },‘k
Moses of South Carolina; Captain Mordecai B.-iycrs of' N(,\ii' 01 ;
and Major Abraham A. Massias of Georgia. Major ;-igsla..
headed the famous brigade which repulsed the Yepcatfzd e ({rts
of the British to enter Georgia from the sea. Mrs.. St. _]ul.u?n
Ravenal in her biography of William Lowndes points out in
writing of the battle:

“The enemy attacked Point Peter on the St. l\liarly’sfse?‘tﬁgf
1,500 men in boats up the ri\-'e_r for that purpose, blut t u;: o1 (; =
tions were good and the garrison under .Ma_]or Masua? I,Y._‘I'El. le L-)O
brave a show that the English con’(_gluded that the post was t
strong to be carried, and withdrew.

ing t Jar raise accorded
Few officers during the War of 18-]2 won Lh.c"p[c isc a -
Captain Mordecai Myers for bravery in battle, When it appes re
that war was inevitable, Myers initiated a campaign F(} raise
voluntcer companies. In March, 1812, he was r.()mmlsswned‘ a
Captain in the 13th Pennsylvania Infantry, and served with
distinction under Colonel Peter B. S(‘.huylu,.G‘(.ner:L T—Ien;;y
Dearborn, and General James Wilkinson. While ur:.r.l(.tr tfe
; in My eceiv ion-wide praise for
latter’s command, Captain Myers received nation-wide pr: e
his courage during rescue operations on Lake Ontario. In a
e ident in his Pictorial Field Book of the War of
account of the incident in his Pictorial Field Book : ( !
1812, Benson J. Lossing devoted considerable space to the part
played by Captain Myers:

“Captain Mordecai Myers was very active in saw;mg Ilnt«gssgzg
property during this boisterous weather. It was reso \-]e{ Do
back to Sacketts Harbor all those who could then endure b Hd.
service in the campaign. Nearly 200 of these were put OE -do;‘-nd
two schooners with hospital stores. il_"hc vessels were w 1(9(‘ ed (;hn
Captain Myers, at his own so[icn;_iizmrj, was san_by _;erwll.m]] o
Parker Boyd with two large boats for the rescue ol t}_lci Pa.s.s} ; %;glﬂ
and men. He found the schooners filled on their sides, the
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flapping and the sea breaking over them. Many had perished and
most of those alive, having drunk freely of liquor among the
hospital stores, were nearly all intoxicated. The hatches were
open and the vessels were half filled with water. By great exertion
and personal risk, Capt. Myers succeeded in taking to the shore

nearly all the 200 persons who had ‘embarked on the schooner.
Forty or fifty were dead.”

Captain Myers was severely wounded in an engagement
during the Canadian campaign. Nevertheless, he continued to
perform “laborious and gallant service” until 1815 when the

disability produced by his wound led to his honorable discharge
from the armed forces.

Meanwhile, Jewish patriots were also distinguishing them-
selves for their heroism on the high seas. Uriah P, Levy, later
Commodore Levy, was Master of the Brig. of War Argus and in
the battle with the Pelican in the English Channel, was captured
and confined for a while in the prison of Dartmoor.* For running
the blockade to France and destroying twenty-one British mer-
chantmen the Common Council of New York paid tribute to
Levy by bestowing upon him the freedom of the city.

Commodore John Ordroneaux, a French Jewish privateers-
man, gained renown for his bravery and ability during the battle
between the British forty-gun frigate Endymion and the tiny
armed ship Prince de Neufchdtel. E. S. Maclay, historian of the
American Navy, presents a vivid picture of the part Ordroneaux
played in that important naval battle:

“Captain Ordroneaux,” he writes, “himself fired some eighty
shots at the enemy. Springing up the sides of the vessel, the
British would endeavor to gain her deck but every attempt was
met by deadly blows by the sturdy defenders. It was well under-
stood that Captain Ordroneaux had avowed his determination
of never being taken alive and that he would blow up his ship
with all hands before striking his colors. At one period of the

* At the time of his death in 1862, Levy was the highest ranking officer
in the United States Navy. He won great fame for his persistent campaign to
abolish corporal punishment in the Navy. On his tombstone are the words:
“He was the father of the law for the abalition of the barbarous practice of
corporal punishment in the Navy of the United States.”
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fehting when the British had gained the deck and \lwu;::t g(lla'dll'i?éil}l
driviné the Americans back, Ordroneaux seized a lig 'e 111-2111(;&

n to the companion way, directly over the magazine, and cz 1
. to his men that he would blow up the ship if they retreate
Omther The threat had the desired effect. Such a sanguinary
fﬁm;lt could not be of long duration and at the end olt_t;:'mi;}:
n%inutes the English cried _out”for quarter, upon which the
Americans ceased their fighting.

On the home front, too, Jewish pzltriots co_nt:ributcd to the
defense of the Nation. And these contributions Wt sorely
needed. Reactionary Federalists were busily e_ngaged in sabomlgci
ing the war effort, believing that an AHlﬂTlC?lI‘l defcz.zfg wm{a’
enable them to crush Jeflersonian democracy. .Pcderahst ZoVer-
nors in New England refused requests of the national government
for militia from these states. Federalist businessmen cf'xrncd on an
extensive trade with the enemy; indeed, so extenswc.was t}.ns‘
trade that the British themselves admitted that “were 1t not .im
these supplies,” their forces in Canada “would soon be Stl[:lf!'s mg
from famine.”” Meantime, Federalist merchants and l)df"lke‘rb
turned a deaf ear to appeals for funds for t}mfrir,,c0u1?ti‘)-'. / Tixe
sale of government bonds in the north_em cities, E.\,'Y“lt'{: ..(A_uftbu
and Mary Beard, “was deliberately SleJcctecl to capnuhstg ;d‘ o-
tage and the sinews of war withheld from a government fighting
for its life.” : e

Fortunately, a few patriotic merchants refused to joinm
these “fifth column” activities. Among them were a number of
prominent Jewish merchants of New York. In 1813 these
merchants, led by Herman Hendricks, raised and lca_ncd $40,000
to the government. The sum was by no means sufficient to meet
the financial needs of the day, but it did give hea.rt to other
patriotic merchants who were waiting for some businessmen to
defy the Federalists and rally to support the war effort. ;

But Rabbi Gershom Mendes Seixas of New York accomplished
more for the patriotic cause by a simple yet stirring sermon thfm
could any amount of financial assistance. The courageous min-
ister, who had refused to remain in New York during the
Revolutionary War as long as it was in the hands of t}‘|e enemy,
was not one to remain silent while traitors were active. In a
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sérmon to his congregation, Rabhj Seixas attacked defeatismy,
and urged the people to “stand by the flag and the country” ang
“to support the President of the United States in the present stage
of public disaffection.”

“To the citizens at large,” he went on, “it is sufficient for us to
know that our ruiers are chosen to he judges on all affairs
concerning the welfare of their constituents. They have declared
war, and it is our bounden duty to act as true and faithful citizeng
to support and preserve the honor, dignity and the independence
of the United States of America, that they may bear equal rank
among the nations of the earth.”

These words, uttered on Fcbrua.r}' 2, 1814, were to be remems-
ered by the citizens of New York some months later when (he
British werc approaching the city following their sacking of
Washington. Then it was that the New Yorkers showed that
they agreed with Rabhbj Seixas and were determined to “stand
by the flag and the country.” Early in August, 1814, the people
of New York rose as one man to defend their city. Jews and
Gentiles, men and women, Negro and while, paraded to the East
River F erry and crossed over to Fort Greene in Brooklyn, where
they devoted long hours (o the building of fortifications, At the
same time, they drilled and mastered the art of defensive warfare.
Bernard Hart, a Jewish merchant of New York, contributed
substantial sums to furnish arms and clothing for the citizen-
soldiers, and served as Division Quartermaster of the hastily
formed people’s army. Another Jew, Samuel Noah, cousin of the
famous Jeffersonian democrat, Mordecai M. Noah, trained the
citizens’ army in defensive warfare and taught the militia the
rudiments of military tactics,*
The British flinched before this magnificent defense and
abandoned their Plans of capturing New York City.
Jews joined Gentiles in defending Baltimore when the British
showed signs of invading Maryland. Here too fortifications were
quickly erected and the militia speedily equipped and drilled.

* Young Noah was a graduate of West Point and a student of the Napole-
onic campaigns, He had just returned from Texas where he had fought on the
side of the Mexican revolutionaries in their war of liberation against Spain.
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The British bombardment of Fort McIIeI']ry found lhepcopli?séi
Baltimore prepared, and a British Ian(hflg party v:_a:.,‘n,p.. i
after a sharp and bitter struggle. Twenty-six Jews L()r)m_‘.l)‘al.“.t‘u;wtt
defense of Fort McHenry, the occasion on which Francis Sc
Key wrote “The Star Spangled l%anner.". S
Jewish patriots also participated in the defense ()” .UE
Orleans under General Andrew Jackson, lm.h-?cd, ‘1.he na‘m:.r(m
one Jewish patriot, Judah Touro, attracted FH{[.lUIl-W}dC 31:.(_11‘ 10”.
]udah Touro, son of Rabbi Isaac Touro, M.mlster of Ehe e;v%:r .W
Jewish Congregation, was one of the leading merchants 0‘ ; ‘eof
Orleans. But when Andrew Jackson called upon the pfe(?{a}f, .
New Orleans to rally and defend their (:l.t}" he thrust asi I() ‘)‘1‘4].]
ness affairs and enlisted as a common soldier in the ranks. 1:11 gi
the Battle of New Orleans, Touro voluntecred to carry shot and
shell from the magazine to Humphrey's Battery. gL
“In his humble, but perilous duty” [writ&;s James Pin;?ni!lﬁ‘i}::
Life of Andrew ]acksg-n},_“lle Was seci act_n_-ffl}, -ﬂlgah(?t}:e davn
the terrible cannonade with wh!c.h the British opened s }121‘,},
regardless of the cloud of iron missiles whlch \ﬂ:cw c’il(?llullx( t(; the
and which made many of the stoutest hearted dapg c- osely oL
embankment or seek some shelter. But in the dlSC'hdr.gC ol_tc::ﬂl
this good man knew no fear and pcrct.zn-'cd.no _d(.mier.' twe};ﬂ
while thus engaged that he was siruck in the tl.ug‘l.l. y a L
pound shot which produced a ghastly and dangerous wound.

In 1840 Judah Touro again gained I‘latiOn‘—W‘idE‘ pmminﬂfﬁ
by his donation of $10,000 for the erecuon. of the Bunker.‘ 1
monument. In this Touro had joined with Aﬂl:nos La'w!tn::,
New England businessman, who had (‘.ontr.lbute.d bl{).’,{].('!{? u‘l ,l:‘;’it
It was quite fitting then that the following lines were read :
the dedication of the monument;

“Amos and Judah, venerated names! ;
Patriarch and prophet press their equal c_lanms;]l
Like generous coursers, running neck and neck,
Each aids the work by giving it a check.
Christian and Jew, they Carry out a _‘pl_an—' : o
For though of different faith, each is in heart a man.

H i P fend:
That the Jewish people should have been so active in defe
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Ing America during the War of 1812 is hardly surprising, They

knew only i i
Y too well that despite the existence of discriminatory

laws in some states, their ition i
me states, their position in America was vastly superior

:10 that. of their kinsmen in the Old World. Hence they were
Rel.el I;l:;}l(.‘(l to prevent any effort to destroy the young American
Ceplu )[m f].Ild. reduce it to a colony of a European monkarchy‘ The

J wslo lRlchn;ond_, Virginia, voiced the sentiments of the Jewish

people throughout America wl fi

/ 1en they declared sh 7

i y ortly after the

Lheirllf;ydftllxtn ;ﬁlfrﬂise‘]ves blest that their limbs were free and
o (Li ed }p serve the country which looked upon
i rcjdiced tl‘;a‘e?l‘" .;e ike with all other persuasions; and they
A }(;e J'IC as might be their aid, small though
b rﬁref: o lL}i could at Jeast strike one blow against the
imieeln atgmc tire peace of their fireside, for the country,
ol th__l €y were part of the legislative power, alike in

) ¢ law, not distinguished by any disqualification

4

because of their belief or religious conduct.”
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5. The Jewish Community on the
Eve of the Civil War

HE JEWISH POPULATION in America on the eve of the Civil

War was about 200,000 out of a total populaLion of

$0,000,000. About one-fifth, or 40,000 Jews, lived in New
York City. But no longer were the Jews of America concentrated
enly in the coastal citics of Newport, New York, Philadelphia,
Savannah and Charleston.

After the Revolution there was a steady trickle of Jews into
the West. They went as peddlers, as fur traders, as Indian
traders, and as real estate promoters. Far beyond the reaches of
the Ohio, north as far as Michigan and Wisconsin, west to the
Illinois, and south to New Orleans and Texas, the Jews made
their way. Places bearing the names Franks Town, Aaronsburgh,
Gratzburg, and so on, were evidence of their pioneering activities.

Gradually little Jewish communities arose in the West. The
emergence of such communities in Cincinnati and Chicago is
typical of the entire area. Joseph Jonas, a young Jew of English
birth, came to Cincinnati in 1816 and set up business as a
watchmaker and silversmith.

Jonas enjoyed his contacts with his neighbors, but he longed
for the presence of other Jews and hoped that he “might be a
nucleus around which the first congregation might be formed to
worship the God of Israel in the great Western territory.” He
sent glowing accounts to his friends and relatives in England of
the beauties of the Ohio Valley and the splendid opportunities
which the new country afforded. These letters brought results.
In 1819 Jonas was joined by other Jews born in England.

As soon as a sufficient number of Jews was settled in the
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town, actual steps were taken toward fm-ming a congregation,
The congregation B'ne Israel was formed in 1824, and twelve
years later the first synagogue in the Northwest Territory was
dedicated. Contributions toward the erection of the synagogue
were sent by sister congregations in England, the Barbados,
Charleston, and Phﬂadelphia.

The small Jewish community in Cincinnati was proud of its
achievements. As early as July, 1825, it addressed the Jewish
community of Charleston, South Carolina, pointing out that
“separated as we are and scattered through the wilds of America
- - » we have always performed all in our power to promote
Judaism, and for the last four or five years, we have congregated
where a few years hefore nothing was heard but the howling of
wild beasts, and the more hideous cry ol savage men.”

In Illinois the oldest Jewish community is that of Chicago.
Jacob Gottlieb, the first Jew who made Chicago his home,
arrived in 1830. In 1840 four more coreligionists arrived, and
three years later the City Directory listed the names of several
Jewish merchants, peddlers, and tailors, he first Jewish farmer
in the arca was probably Henry Meyer, who purchased 160 acres
in the town of Schaumburg, Cook County, from the government
and settled on them.

Meyer was also the agent of the Jewish Colonization Society,
an organization whose purpose was to place Jews, especially immi-
grants, on farms in the West.* After Meyer had bought his land
from the government, he reported to the Association’s central

* Among these colonizing ventures the most interesting was the effort of
Mordecai M. Noah to found an asylum of freedom for the Jews of the world
in western New York. Tn 1820, Noah petitioned the New York Assembly to
sell him Grand Tsland in the Niagara River “for the purpose of attempting to
have it settled by emigrants of the Jewish religion from Europe.” Here Noah
proposed to establish the city of Arrat—a “City of Refuge”—for the Jewish
people. In 1825 Noah issued a “Proclamation to the Jews” throughoui the
world, announcing “that an asylum is prepared and hereby offered to them,
where they can enjoy that peace, comfort and happiness, which has been
denied them, through the intolerance and misgovernment of former ages.”
“In His [God’s] name.” he continued, “do T revive, renew and re-establish the
Government of the Jewish Nation, under the auspices and protection of the
constitution and laws of the United States of America, confirming and per-
petuating all our rights and privileges, our name, our rank, and all our power
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office in New York that he had found just the ]_ala‘c.e_f(l)rF ];:v.r:h
tlers. “Chicago opens a vista into a lavrge commercial fu u 2
: wrote, “and the land around it which is flowing with milk and
Il-fmc\.-', is’ particularly adapted for tillers of the S(TII.”, ?r;tlglt:';
of ]e;;\rs came as a result of this report, but only tw ol sett (.; .
yicinity of Schaumburg; the 1"cst scattered throughout the
and drifted into commercial life. i
Many more Jews arrived in 18{?;5 z?,nd 1846‘ an.d. ca}gm:; : ‘; I:;
1849 after the completion of the Illinois and l\'fl{:h.lgdn z}:n i crmg
the Galena and Chicago Railroad. Some of them b(_){ug tda_til.l
already improved, others claimed gove.rmncn.t _l'am ; "m ‘ ?:c,,
Others‘sctt.led in villages cnmbiningl Eann%ng i?:m:i LZOIT}.HN:II culu ,‘:‘;
The largest part, however, remained in (,hlcago: 1\-111(.1“:‘;;
already becoming an important trac!c.ccntcr._ By ]890: u;j’c (,\ ;‘
more than two hundred Jewish residents in the \‘\ inc ):._;1 lyn
Three years before, in 1847, the first JEV\‘E‘lS}l Longlfig;tii i
Chicago was established under the name of “Congregation e
Men of the West.” i
It would require a separate volume to tfall the Fu.:l. s;o‘;,;‘os
the development of each Jewish community in thc; Um.‘L‘er. e
in the years immediately preceding the F_:l\-'ll War. For ucr}c
were few states in which there did not cxist at ]L"a'st Om, ]e;:risku
congregation. The principal congregations we:.r<? in E\;x.»(. . zm,
Phi[a.r]clphia, Baltimore, Charleston, Aﬁ]bany, Ru.h:TmH 1, .J:”-l-téd
nati, and New Orleans. In The North Star, a weclfl‘y paga::oi::m_
and published by Frederick Douglass, the great Negro Abolition

= izec ter th

among the nations of the earth as they E‘,X'I‘Stl.‘.d‘ a_ml_\\'crc refoiqln;zl::irl 1;r{1:;:;r :: ll}. g
8ﬂverhmcm of the Judges. And T hereby (i‘ﬂ_]l’l}ll it upon i"hiefu (,f“- (:rﬂ.!cgm,
venerable Rabbis, our presidents and Elders of S:}-'nagog‘u‘cls_.]' ‘ md Ry
and Brethren in authority throughout |.}1? world, i..{}. Cll(.U]d :‘k:ct d
my proclamation, and give it full publicity, f_‘.r(-fd(‘u(.cv .amde”hc; rmpnmime

f Nothing came of this grandiose proposal. The rai]ﬂlns andi;;md Lh_L.‘. it
leaders of the Jewish community in ]I.urf_l.pg131'_()1'11}71!} re]fu‘h:‘. .]'p“rish e
and denounced Noah for appniming himselt IL.,‘a[.It?:' fgr ik ;d'[)._-,.ut Sl
throughout the world. Noah himself just as promptly forg
aFf;’é:"c G. Herbert Cone, “New Matter Relating to Mordecai :\-fl_“{‘;\qua;n, “12
American Jewish Historical Society P‘}'OC(TE(J?UI{_J;S, {\—U l}iIl’sll;I:l;l b; Mcnidcr:ai
Lewis F. Allen, “Founding of the Gity of Arrat on J.{nlllll e pp i
M. Noah,” in Buffalo Historical Seciely Publications, vol. I, 1879,
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ist, there appeared on May 25, 1849 an extr
account written by Dr. Lilienthal, the chief
States, describing the
were formed:

emely interesting
Rabbi in the United
process by which new Jewish congregations

“A single Jew settles in a small town, and ther
from Jews and everything that is Jew
is a Jew, for he doés not observe an
ceremony. In process of time, another Jew settles there, and then
a third. The sacred period of a New Year arrives, and the Day of
Atonement draws nigh; the people think of God, look at their
prosperity, and at Him whom they have to thank for it, then
cast a glance on their irreligious life, and are ashamed of it.
The desire to return to God rises in their hearts; they count
themselves, and find that their number amounts to ten; they
can form a minyan; one of them proposes that they constitute
themselves a congregation, the others cheerfully agree; money is
raised, a letter is written to New York, or some other large
congregation; they buy a sepher torah, tephilin, mezuzoth, and
talethim, appoint a chasan, and in the course of five years, a

congregation is perfectly organized, a synagogue is erected, and
a burial-place established.” *

e lives, separated
ish. No one knows that he
¥ Jewish commandment, or

The earliest Jewish settlers in America had been of Spanish
and Portuguese stock, but by the middle of the eighteenth century
some of the leading families were of German origin. By inter-
marriage, the earliest German Jews had gradually become merged
in the Spanish and Portuguese element. But on the eve of the
Civil War, the German Jews had become an important and
distinct group in the United States.

Jews left Bavaria after 1836 becaus
and economic law
decade

e of the harsh marriage
s, but they came in greater numbers in the next
fleeing from Germany to escape poverty
Quite a few German Jews who came to this country were “forty-
eighters” —refugees from the reaction that set in in Germany
after the suppression of the Revolution of 1848,

In New York City, where the largest number of German

and oppression,

* Douglass appended the following explanation of some of the terms used
by Dr. Lilienthal; “Minyan, the numher required; sepher torah, book of law:
tephilin, phylactories; mezuzoth, pieces of parchment, containing portions of
Scripture, and fastened to the door post; talethim, four cornered vestments,
in which every Jew must be attired at the time of prayer; chasan, reader.”
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ews lived, there were three German co‘ngregationf inhexxsiﬁzgg
arly as 1842, But there were many German _chs w 0 m i
f:e:t and participated in founding or develo])mlg ng;lsg_ thl);;
ities i icago, Memphis, Cincinnati, St. Pau an. ndia i
1;';:"“5: lEr(s:thlthgy cameIas peddlers, c.arrying tl}(]f,‘llrg gaclffshéo
distant dwellings, to [armhousez;l, and 1i0 :Zg?\id‘t ya:,hc.farmez
r eagerly awaited and warmly r : _
;vrfaehlils ];211111:;1;, ?or L}'{hcir com 1i\ng pr{ovided a welcome break in the
/ ife in the backwoods. ‘
mor'll?ltlzrgegtfillcrewho began business by carryirl;g hn; prilil;;ng:andel:;
ated to a horse and wagon, and eventually tO({ ;;,0 1e Sl
community where there seemed to be a {avmizl.) ¢ op mmgduau
store or trading post. Out of such ]mfnble ng;\nn;ngs Igmndscoy
grew huge mercantile establishments in C}.ucago, San !
New Or;eans, Cincinnati, St. Paul, and points bet.w'eenT L
Not all German Jews became I.ra(%ersq and merchants. ::md
ber had been mechanics and artisaljls in Ll.xr;) dpel :nj{i ;.f;tz?c;esusoon
ir occupations shortly after they arriv ‘ :
::Z:e .(f ::\353 workers assimed an active role in t]?e le;.lbor T;:;i:
ment of the 1850's. One of the leaders of thl‘f great s 0.::1111 : .a
strike of 1860 in New England was Mrs. Esther Gl::tn’ezr,ter
Jewish shoebinder who lived in Lynn, Massachus?t.r.s. fr%tliikers
for a Boston paper who heard her acidrc§s a mf!u;mg,r of s .
wrote that her speech had made a pm‘lound IHIPTLSSI(}DE”Phe
everyone in the audience. “She cc:nmdered t.he]:gmca‘s:l; ;Mmd
reported in the Boston Traveller of February 2181, .}ri,arrhs "\,ho
one and precisely similar to that_of the ‘]ewr fpa;olhi_n_ o
left Egypt because thcyl vi-'eic obliged to work for hing
i °1 /n materials.
fun}li&;nhe {;lci:'l;s?l“prcss on the eve of the Civil War (.rcally the E;:ss
of the Rabbis of the coun try) consisted of the ()(.-c.'zdeﬁ.t, a we Hti,
published in Philadelphia, by the Rev. I‘saac Lesser; the I?_m;:s'laé
also a weekly, published in Cirlcinn?t.l by the Rev, 1 . (b?
M. Wise; the Weekly Gleaner, published at Sanﬁrax{au:gﬂg_
the Rev. Julius Eckman; the Sa’.rmi, a monthly, Pll})l‘l?hle%;“ﬂ;,e}
more by the Rev. Dr. David Emhortjf and the Jewis ];I S‘.;n;uei
a weekly, published in New York City by the Rev. Dr.
M. Isaacs.
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As was to be expected, several efforts were made to unite the
scattered Jewish communities in the United States. But this was
no simple task. For one thing, the fact that the German Jews
kept their native speech both in their homes and in public
gatherings tended to separate them from the old Spanish and
Portuguese Jews and the more recent arrivals from Poland and
Russia. For another, religious differences between the Orthodox
and Reform Jewish congregations hampered every cffort to
achieve Jewish unity.#

But the [orces making for unity overcame most of these
obstacles. In 1840 the Jewish people in America united in
meetings to protest the seizure and torture of thirteen Jews in
Damascus on the charge of having put a monk to death. These
protest mectings marked the beginning of a movement to organize
a permanent national body to speak for the Jews of Amcrica.
‘The movement culminated in the formation in 1859 of the Board
of Delegates of Amcrican Israelites. The organization, modeled
after the Board of Deputies of British Jews formed in 1760, was
set up at a convention in New York City, November 27, 1859,
Delegates from more than twenty-five Jewish congregations,
located in various sections of the country, participated in this
convention.

The objects of the Board, as set forth in its constitution
adopted in November, 1859, were: (1) the collection and arrange-
ment of statistical information respecting the Israelites of
America; (2) the promotion of education; (8) the adoption of
measures for the redress of grievances which Israelites at home
and abroad might suffer for religion’s sake; (4) the maintenance

(i

of friendly relations with similar Hebrew organizations through-

*Instead of the strict Mosaic laws of the Pentateuch, the reform Jews
stressed the spiritual idealism and ethics of the Prophets, and emphasized
moral and social consciousness rather than ritualistic observance, Diferences
between Orthodox and Reform Jews also concerned the practice of dietary
regulations; the strict observance of the Sabbath; use of the vernacular in
the ritual; abbreviation of services; the inclusion of an organ and choir music
in place of the cantor, and the change of the position of the rabbi from a
judge of ritual and legalistic disputes to a minister and a preacher. Reform
Judaism in America, identified almost exclusively with the German Jews, was
under the guidance of Isaac M. Wise, who was hoth pioneer and prophet in
the Reform movement,
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out the world; (b) the establishment of a thorough union among
all the Israelites throughout the United States,

Not all Jewish congregations joined the Board of Deiegaites.
Several reform congregations, notably the Har Sinai Congregation
of Baltimore and Temple Emanu-El of New York, remaim':d
aloof because the Board assumed jurisdiction over ce.rta.m.
religious questions. Nevertheless, the Board of Delegates of
American Israclites did represent an important advance on the
path towards Jewish unity in America. As the Board itself
pointed out i 1860;

“Henceforth the two hundred thousand American Jews will
not stand isolated, and the legitimate influence which so large,

s0 intelligent, and so respectable a body must exercise on the
whole Jewish community, will not be lost te the nation.

What was the public attitude towards the Jews in pre-Civil
War America? Naturally, there is no single answer to this ques-
tion. But it can be said that although anti-Semitism was by no
means absent in America, the Jews were frecly accepted as an
integral part of their adopted communities. In 1811, Jacob
Mordecai, a Jewish merchant in Philadelphia who had served in
the Revolutionary War, opcned a female Academy at Warren-
ton, North Carolina. “The Warrenton Female Academy” re-
mained in operation for many years, and at no time did the
community express the slightest hostility to the Jewish director
and teacher. Indeed, in the memoirs of Mordecai’s son, Alfred
Mordecai,* considerable stress is placed on this very point.

“I may say here,” he writes, “that the great success attending
the establishment of this school, although due in part to the
manifest want, in that region, of such an institution, is very
temarkable, when it is considered that my father was, by birth,

* Alfred Mordecai attended West Point and graduated in 1823 at the head
of his class. After his graduation he was commissioned as a second lieutenant
in the Corps of Engineers. In recalling his student years at West Point,
Mordecai points out in his memoirs: “Perhaps you may expect me to say
something on the subject of religious differences among so many associales.

have often thought, with some surprise, of the fact, that, by some sort of
silent consent, in our meetings, when we were cadets, that subject was never
roached, & the same reticence was observed among our companions as officers.”
“The Life of Alfred Mordecai, as Related by Himself,” edited by James A.
Padgett, North Carolina Historical Review, vol. XXII, January, 1945, p. 83.

49




education & conviction, an observer of the Jewish faith, & that
his family was the only one of that religion fo be found within a
large circuit of his house; whilst, with slight exceptions, his pupils
were members of Christian families. I believe no serious embar-
rassment ever ensued, in social or other relations, from this
difference of religion in our retired village.”

Joseph Jonas, founder of the Jewish community in Cincinnati
makes the same point in his memoirs:

3

“From the period of the first arrival of the first Israclite in
Cincinnati to this date, the Israelites have been much esteemed
and highly respected by their fellow citizens. Many persons of
Nazarene faith, residing from 50 to 100 miles from the city,
hearing that there were Jews living in Cincinnati, came into town
for the special purpose of viewing and conversing with some of
them, the children of Israel, ‘the holy people of God,’ as they
termed us.”

In 1837 the Boston Journal featured an article entitled “The
Jews,” which was reprinted in the June, 1837, issue of the Jewish
Intelligence as illustrating the attitude towards the Jewish people
of a leading newspaper of the day. The article went in part:

“The people of this ancient nation, although scattered abroad
on the face of the earth, are still numerous, vastly more so than
would at first appear, and still preserve all the characteristics
which distinguished this remarkable nation two thousand years
ago. The history of the Jews since the destruction of Jerusalem
by Titus, furnishes a striking illustration of the physical difficulty
in the way of changing the character of a distinct nation or race.
The Jews have had the strongest inducements to abandon the
customs and religion of their forefathers, but they have continued
Jews. Persecution, in its most hideous form, has been their lot.
The monarchs of great empires have made it a point of their
religion to shed the blood of the Jews. In some Christian coun-
tries it has been regarded as a crime of inconsiderable magnitude
to kill a Hebrew. The Jews have been accused of crimes of which
they were not guilty, and hundreds and thousands, without dis
tinction of sex or age, have fallen beneath the sword of the
executioner, and their worldly possessions divided among their
oppressors. Often have they been compelled to purchase tem-
porary tranquillity by surrendering their wealth; contumely has
everywhere been heaped upon them; their very name has been a
byword and a reproach throughout the civilized world, but they
have never even for a moment forgotten or denied their religion,
their customs, or NAME. . . .”
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6. Jews and the Anti-Slavery Movement

T A World Anti-Slavery Convention held in London in
1840, Adolph Cremieux, delegate from Fra.mce, Lol‘d the
cheering audience that Jews had to take their plz{ce in the

midst of any movement which opposed human slavery ma'smucl,\’
as “all liberties are united, and all persecutions are associated.

“I fecl great pleasure in joining this convention,” he con-

tinued, “because I am a descendant of those Hebrews who were
first to proclaim the abolition of slavery; and I this day only re-
peat what the Jews have always admitted in principle. I:pdeed, it Is
not without interest that I now recall to your recollection, that it
was the sect of the Essenes which first declared slavery to be a
crime, and that it was, to use the expression of Josephus, a per-
petual cause of perturbation for the State.”

The feelings of this progressive French Jew were shared‘by
many of his kinsmen in America, Yet few Amcr_icans, including
the Jewish people in this country, are familiar with the fact that
the anti-slavery movement enlisted the warm support of the Jews,
and that quite a few faced social ostracism, imprisnnmemi, and
death itself to further the cause of human freedom. It is not
generally known, for example, that among the vollmt‘eers.wtho
rallied to John Brown's colors when he embarked on h.ﬁ “divine
mission” to prevent slavery from being established in Kansas
were three Jews: August Bondi, Theodore \-'\-’cincr., and. JECO?
Benjamin. During the bitter struggle over “Bleeding Kansas,
these men fought from 1855 to 1857 to save the West for free
labor and to halt the aggression of the slavocracy. Y :

August Bondi, the most dramatic personality in this Jewish
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t_rlumverat'c,.wa,s born in Vienna in 1833, In 1848, at the ase of
hftccn,. he joined the students’ revolutionary movcm’eﬁ bec;?ni OI:
an active member of the Vienna Academic Legion \:-‘hosc _”E:
thousand members assisted Louis Kossuth in .;C(J;-neutim-- ni‘m;
popular upheavals in the German-Austrian States : In ﬂem‘: bﬂ{:
Ef l.hatﬂ year Bondi's parents emigrated to the Unitcd SmLumaliLl
15 activities i rope ; el
A ;;::j:; lr;ot;lc European struggle forefreedom were brought
But the youthful revolutionary was stirred by anv call to aid
;:ﬁ;ec cialust;jm; freedom. In 1850 he enlisted in "m e\"p:;-tr!hi:na;z
>rate N i i
s aebr-;i[agt;a:;\{}:]el}réi;sg x-'::ié::rchro.Yed. futile, he returned,
AT y in s, to St. Louis. A few years later he
joined Jacob Benjamin and Theodore Weiner in establishing a
trading post in the vicinity of Ossawatomie, Kansas. I—_Tere ‘ile 1555.
thcjt?rcelcame face to face with the slavcﬁ' issue,
AT ’
by intimidating the a.nti—-s’la-\.rff-v“ ; S, il s?avf.'owners
5 t% il Ou.t i Ye ‘melnts in j:he population and
il upm; ;h :\.as-‘ nmi Ion'g' before the “Border
L > Jewish trio who were already
B ol store was burned to the ground, and
el Te a_cwscd to leave Kansas or suffer worse punishment
1ese warnings were also delivered by those among ihei;' nc_‘i ‘h;
bm:s who were accustomed to fumishr“plams of t'e\nd.czv 1 :
active aid” to the “Border Ruffians.” . o
! ‘rBu; the \]cx_\-'ish free soilers were not so easily intimidated
kr:oiati ﬂof Ilieav‘l’ng Kansas, th{ey. enlisted in the milﬁary COl‘Ilpall};
. {a.; ; Etl‘l‘-TIS Rej,r.u_la.rs which John Brown organized. They
pledged themselves “faithfully and punctually [to] perform our
d'uty as a regular volunteer force for the mainténancé oz‘ ﬂ' 5
rights and liberties of the Free State Citizens of Kausas.” In all{;

unusu: iographical d '
. sual autobiographical document, Bondi wrote later of the
Commander of the Kansas Regulars:

(13 T =
'1fff'cl\i\0?1 }Lert(;l united ats a band of brothers by the love and
affect for the man who, with tender words an i
: : ) i F W s and wise counsel
in the depths of the wil ' ' L

! f > wilderness of Ottawa Creek, pr
e i o Ottawa Creek, prepared a
1g men for the work of layin i

. L 1 g the foundation

a free commonwealth. He constantly preached anti-slavery I—(I}cf
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expres.sed himself to us that we should never allow ourselves to be
temptcd from any consideration, to acknowledge laws and institu-
tions to exist as of right, if our conscience and reason condemned
them.”

Bondi also penned a graphic account of the famous Black Jack
encounter with the “Border Ruffians” which took place on June
2, 1856:

“When we followed Captain Brown up the hill towards the
‘Border Ruffians’ camp, 1 next to Brown and in advance of
Woeiner, we walked with bent backs, nearly crawled, that the
tall dead grass of the year before might somewhat hide us from
the ‘Border Ruffians’ marksmen, yet the bullets kept on whistling.
Weiner was 37 and weighed 250 Ibs., I, 22 and lithe. Weiner
puift:d like a steamboat, hurrying behind me. I called out to
him: ‘Nu, was meinen Sie jetzt? (Well, what do you think of
it now?) His answer was: ‘Was soll ich meichen? (What should
I think of it?) ‘Sof odom mures. (Hebrew for ‘the end of man is
death’ or in modern phraseology, ‘1 guess we're up against it.)

“In spite of the whistling of the bullets, I laughed when he
said: ‘Machen wir den alten Mann songst broges. (Look out, or
we'll make the old man angry.) We started and came up with
Captain Brown and we finished the job. ..."

After his military advances with John Brown were finished,
Bondi became active in the Free State Party of Kansas, an organi-
sation dedicated to making Kansas 2 free state. In 1857, he
stumped the entire territory for the anti-slavery cause and, until
the outbreak of the Civil War, was busily engaged in the move-
ment. During the war he resumed his military activities in

behalf of freedom, enlisting in the Union army shortly after Fort
Sumter was fired upon.

While the Jewish triumvirate was battling the slave power in
Kansas, other Jews were performing deeds of equal stature in
behalf of the abolitionist movement. Isidore Bush, who fled to
America from Germany, where he had edited the Organ fiir
Glaubesfreiheit and other revolutionary papers after the failure
of the Revolution of 1848, was a leader in the St. Louis anti-
slavery movement during the 1850’s. Moritz Pinner rose to 2
leading position in the Missouri abolitionist movement in 1856.
Determined to publish an abolitionist paper in the southern
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he outlined his plan to William Lloyd Garrison, Theodore
Parker, and Wendell Phillips. The idea of starting an anti—slaver)-
paper in the heart of the slavery region of Missouri won the
approval of these prominent abolitionists and, late in 1858,
Pinner returned to the South to put his plan into operation.
On January 1, 1859, the first issue of the paper, published in
Kansas City, Missouri, came off the press. Edited by Pinner
himself, the Kansas Post, as the paper was called, struck out
against slavery in each issue. As was to be expected, the slave-
owners denounced the paper and threatened to halt its publica-
tion by fair means or foul. But Pinner stuck to his duty and the
paper appeared regularly in spite of increasing threats.

Even individual acts of Jews in the anti-slavery cause won
attention in the contemporary press. In 1853 in Chicago, Michael
Greenbaum led a group of citizens who liberated a fugitive
Negro slave from Federal authorities. Some years later another
Jew, Michael Heilprin, stood up at an anti-slavery meeting at
Carpenter’s Hall in Philadelphia, and denounced in vigorous
German a crowd of hoodlums who were sent in by Southern
sympathizers to distupt the proceedings. He was immediately
attacked by the angry mob and “severely assaulted” before he was
rescued. But he had demonstrated that a Jew who had fought
for freedom in Europe would not sit by and calmly watch a pro-
gressive cause disrupted by the paid agents of the reactionaries.

Actually, Michael Heilprin was only following in the footsteps
of another great Jewish fighter for liberty—FErnestine Louise
Sismondi Potowski Rose. Born on January 13, 1810, in Poland,
the daughter of a distinguished rabbi, she became at an early age
a figure of international prominence.*

In The Liberator of May 23, 1856, a writer signing himself
L. E. B, said of her: “As an advocate of Woman’s Rights,

* “How much of freedom they now enjoy, the women of America owe to
this noble Polish. woman, cannot be estimated, for moral influences are too
subtle for measurement,” wrote L. C. Barnard years later.

“Those who sat with her on the platform in bygone days well remember
her matchless power as a speaker and how safe we all felt while she had the
floor, that neither in manner, sentiment or repartee, would she in any way
compromise the dignity of the occasion.”
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district of Missouri where he lived, Pinner left for Boston where

ery and Religious Liberty, she _has earned a vforld-x;;li((:;l;
brity. For twenty-four years a public spcaker., durmg‘w .
E as associated with the influential classes In Ell‘{"()[.a(: and
= e‘:ica and bore an active part in the great proglessive mmt,
L t wflich marks the present as the most glorious of hlSt'Orlt_al.
menh‘ Ernestine L. Rose has accomplished for the elevation of
epﬁcsci; and amelioration of social conditions a work which can
E;Z ascribed to few women of our time.” : Gl
At the age of sixteen, Ernestine left 'her h.(.n.nc in Po an\,
ith her father and instructing him to use
For several years she travelled

Anti-S]av

leaving her property wl
i the benefit of the poor. :
ﬁ)rff?ligglilll;ipe, and whc:iver she went SX}e in i.ere.;;ecé hirz;*:icll?
the cause of the oppressed. In 1832 Ernestine 3.n.(3.t. 10 ‘crirlc . hi;
the English Utopian Socialist, and (‘.rlt}'lll.‘i]a.sl.l(_dl?f {o h]L,waS
movement for the creation of a b.ci:tcr §0c1al or‘d.cr.r 50 1;g th}’ﬂ. L
she regarded by the leading social 1‘eiorm.el“'s in Lutropi ,n;.ljation
1834 she was accorded the honor of PTEsldll'l-g at 1.l1e ought. i
of an organization which unitt‘:cl'all pn‘)grcssx.\-isTw; To ;:,.O(uiati(m
improved society. Significantly, its name was i e { éecL ok
of All Classes of All Nations, Without Dlsi.m(,‘-,lofn;; .Ern;sktiné
Party Condition, Or Color.” Thus at the age of =%,

champion of the natural rights of all human

7 tandin : f 2 e
E . lity, po]mcal views,
4

beings, regardless of their religion, nationa
color or sex. e
For thirt#-threc years, from 1836 to 1‘869, ‘Emestmc aner
champion the same principles in the United States. .N 0 ;;}:}the
had she arrived in America then she began to ca‘n.J_palg;f} il
abolition of slavery, the rights of Iabm:,.and the rights o leo_ Lhé
She first aroused attention by her actions at a meet.m.? that
Broadway Tabernacle in New York City, a cou}“fi_e ,Of aﬁu:ir:}n imd
Michael Heilprin followed several yca.rsllater. |.hL‘ .[.U.L(-C Og[ i
been called to discuss the need for an lm_pmved system o
When the Rev. Robert Breckenridge of Kentuc‘]\}-, :
instead of devoting himself to the sub.]e.ct, et
those who advocated abolition of

Ernestine stood up and called .L'hC
nents of free

schools.
of the speakers,
loose a bitter attack upon
slavery and women's rights, . . |
speaker to order, reminding him that the oppo
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education were also the enemies of the freedom of the slaves and
the rights of women. That a woman should dare to call a ministey
to account was so unusual that some members of the audience
shouted, “Throw her downl!” “Drag her out!” But Ernesting
was quite accustomed to being met with such cries, and holding
her ground she delivered an address in behalf of free education,
abolition of slavery, and women’s rights, which was so stirring
that the audience burst into loud cheers when she finally sat
down.

Thereafter she was in great demand as a lecturer for the
anti-slavery and women’s rights movements. Each year she would
travel through the North and West, lecturing in halls and barns,
and shocking conservatives who shrieked that it was against the
will of God for a woman to speak in public.

In an address before the women’s rights convention held in
Syracuse, New York, in 1852, Ernestine L. Rose pointed out that
the strugele for women’s rights was international in scope. “I am
an example of the universality of our claims.” she declared, “for
not American women only, but a daughter of poor, crushed
Poland, and the downtrodden and persecuted people called the
Jews, ‘a child of Israel,; pleads for the equal rights of her sex.”
Three years later she told the delegates to the New England
Ami—Slaver}' Convention in Boston, “I have heen anti-slavery
all my life.” In the same address she declared:

“How often do we hear the South say that slaves are not the
same as white men—that they are not human beings. . . . Even
scientific men have come down from the glorious heights of
science low enough to be bought by Southern gold, and endeavor
to prove that the colored man is a different being from the white
man, and therefore it is right to hold him as a slave, oo I wall
say of the slave, as I ofien say when claiming the rights of
woman—humanity recognizes no color, mind recognizes no color;
pleasure or pain, happiness or misery, life or death, recognizes no
color. . . . Like him [the white man] he [the Negro] ought to
enjoy or suffer—but he only suffers—with the prosperity or
adversity of his country; and therefore, like him, he ought to
have all the rights and all the privileges that the country can
bestow. Is that any more than any man ought to claim, and ought
any man to be satisfied wich less?”

b6

; 09} e
Several years before her death on August 4, 1892, she Sllln
; he i i er r close
marized her life-work in one sentence in a letter to her clo
friend, Susan B. Anthony:

ou 18 se  humble powers to the

“All that I can tell you is tl}at l_umd my \h ] _I i s

ttermost, and raised my voice in behalf of human rig ;'11' 4

. e ‘ i0] iohts of woman in particular.
general, and the elevation and rights of wom o

Yet, because she dared to raise her voice in behalf 0? ‘hum.;%n
rights, and to advocate the frccd.om of the Negm ?sle‘llx'-'es,lj_r 11(;;;1:1;
L. Rose was subjected to a vicious campaign ot“s_ e .1. 5

ionaries in this country denounced her as a tore:ag.n prope
E o .d that she was subsidized by “British gold’

gandist;- and charged 1.ha.t z,h.c was Sl.%.-. S g
to create a social revolution in ,-'\mcrua.“ The bany f Egnati—
on March 7, 1854, wailed that unless YFIC, outpourn.lgs o a i
cism and folly of this Polish propagandist” were halted, Americar

institutions would be destroyed.

mStE::Erﬁestinc L. Rose did not flinch before the a;.l;acks‘gfltfzi
“red haitcrs” of the 1850's. On the contrary, she ﬂ.ung sz,u lm ;
their teeth the charges that had been leveled against her. nOE
letter to the Register she made it clear that no amounthcr
criticism by conservatives and their I]ewsp‘apers would cause i
to halt her cfforts to extend democratic rights to E‘ll.l A‘XIT'IETI;I;;I‘.
and “to use my humble abi]iti‘es [to Lhe u lle::;;: ;11]1(]11;:{. L!zl(:)m -
to aid in the great moral struggle lor human rig e ;
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7 i i ent on, “no

“Everyone who ever advanced a new u_ica, she ?vgt}j.tism, i
matter how great and noble, has been subjected to criticism, ar

i it is quite certain that
therefore we too must CX_p'eCl B .\B'llf. 1t 1? ql}l;e]_;ﬁ;i}ﬁéﬂ .
no true soul will ever be deterred from the perto e

duty by any criticism.” i

Of equal stature was the stand taken b}: smcrgl l’llstilffgt.ll.‘: ][n
Jewish Rabbis in behalf of the {rccdom_ of the Ncg-.(oqtj:;; -
Philadelphia the Rev. Dr. Sabato Morais fought f:%nm_s .‘t \1?3 )
the side of the abolitionists and preached f()l’(‘.f:tl.ﬂl} dg‘ams. ti;.lt
slavery from his pulpit. So vigorous were f?ls ut.ttra‘ﬁf;;il fof
pro-&))uthcrn sympathizers in his COIlngt‘g:ll'.l:)n sw;f_f:(, ,'(H, o
a time in preventing him from prcacll}ng. \-\; he:ét \mnxl\;[;ber i
given the opportunity to preach, he increased the

abolitionist sermons.




Similarly, in Chicago, the Rev. Dr. Bernard Felsenthal spoke
earnestly against slavery before German-Republican clubs, ang
preached forcefully on the subject from his pulpit, not being
swayed in the slightest by protests from some conservative
members of the Board of Trustees of his congregation. He also
used his pen in the abolitionist cause, writing an article, “Die
Juden und die SElaverei” [“The Jews and the Slavery Question”)
in the Illinois Staats-Zeitung, in which he attacked sl
“the most shameful institution on earth,”

,
avery as
and poured scorn on
those “who detest agitation because of its effect on their own
material welfare, the disturbance it causes in their own private
concerns.”  Addressing himself to those Jews who defended
slavery, Dr. Felsenthal wrote: :

“People who have themselves experienced how on the Euro-
pean continent the feudalists and clerics argued that they be-
longed to an inferior race, that they would, when emancipated,
deprive Christians of bread, that they are condemned to eternal
slavery through divine ordinance, that they would overrun from
everywhere that State which declared them complete citizens, etc.,
such people are narrow and vulgar enough to advance the same
arguments against the emancipation of the Negroes! If anyone,
it should be the Jew above all who ought to cultivate the most
glowing and most irreconcilable hatred towards ‘the peculiar
mstitution of the South’ and who ought to make his slogan:
fiat justicio, pereat mundus. (Justice, even though the world
were to be destroyed.) ”

The outstanding Jewish minister in the abolitionist move-

ment was the Rev, Dr. David Einhorn. As soon

as he arrived from
Perth, Austria, in 1855, to serve

the Har Sinai Congregation, he
threw in his lot with the abolitionists defending the anti-slavery
movement through his sermons and the columns of the Sinai,
which he edited for seven years. “The Spirit of Judaism,” he
continually emphasized, “, . . demands the abolition of slavery.”
He praised the Republican Party for its opposition to the further
extension of slavery, and, in answer to those who
victory for the Republicans would be a national calamity since
it would lead to the dissolution of the Union, he declared “that
if the Union in fact rests on such a thoroughly immoral basis, it
would appear neither capable of surviving nor fit to survive.”

argued that a
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i i 1 s ", Einhorn
Despite protests from conservatives in Baltunm‘c, Dr. Ei o
i ile he most crucial question of the day.
efused to keep silent on the n e
. 1ei 1 f April 19 , his
i Baltimore riot © 1 7
aring the ; el
[1,1 eatfued by the pro-slavery faction which had gained 1h-c uj }1))
f : { 1 { terror in the city. Dr.
Z to enforce a reign ot
and and began : ; e b
l]ilj'nhom was warned that his name was on the list O[E t ;
: . i > city . first he
rosecuted by the mob, and advised to flee th.r_ city . i\ll.. iy
efused, and a volunteer guard had to be stationed in ms{ 1 -
4 1 saties of fr :
i votect him. Finally, he yielded to the entreaties o[d ien
10 a3 e L
anfrelatives, and, removing his family from the scene of danger,
i i iladelphia.
arrived in Philadelj | 4 ' :
After several wecks, order was restored in Baltimore. Emho:;
: . i -egati just as he
made preparations to return to his congregation. jjutl jlll t ; ,;m
i i : received a letter from
. cave for the trip home, he rece i
was about to leave for ' L . i i
his congregation informing him that “it “-()U.'ld be most i
for your own secu rity as well as out of consideration for matt1 ;
i if i 7ery r tha
your congregational members if in the future everything .
s irti rere avoide
touched upon the stirring questions of the day were
* "
from the pulpit. -
i i : -ensorship.
Einhorn rejected this request for a selfimposed ¢ n,'ols hl?
| y : Omy i ith his
Not for an instant would he brook any con}Bmml:: : n
2 " ) .-| 5 L s S e
conscience, and indignantly he gave up hl:-,dpoztmn o
in his Sinai azine, “1 could not doubt a momen
later in his Sinat magazine, c ; . 4
course to take.” He was truly a man who “could scarcely be
5 o - ! ’ .

' 1 : is nviction
expected to trim and harmonize and compromise with :;(_1 l;onu
and right, no matter what policy may have suggested. e

; ( i . 5 - - - 2 Su
nately there were Jews in Philadelphia who wanted just ’c g
. i i : hours after he resigne
oir congregation. A few hours af g
man to head their congreg o _ e
his post in Baltimore, he was elected by this congreg__iat‘mni_l
‘ i i iciate in its t. Here
Kenesseth Israel of Philadelphia, to officiate 1n It.; I;“ p; G
. .I i tivities 1 ' the abolition-
i is ficent activities in behalf o
he continued his magni el ol -
ist cause, and played an important role in rallying LOT“.TL‘ 0 3
: i Sl . o - = 1
support behind Lincoln’s administration during the Cx\(»l; o
. : Gl i
It is quite obvious, therefore, that the cause of free 01m i
Wi ers
the Negro masses gained the warm support of Jewish Ica(t‘ -
L o ime activi
this country. Unfortunately, there were times when the ac i

. o] : i st sight of

of the Jews in the antislavery movement were lost sig
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bef?ausc of the role a few Jews played in defense of slavery. N
too many Pcoplc in the North knew of the courageous b.qtﬂm
w.aged against slavery by August Bondi, Moritz ]’inne% Dnle‘
Em%mrn and other Jews. But they did know I.h;at Lh.c:'e. npfd
Jewish 5]3.\-’(:?‘.\-‘1][‘!1'5 and slave traders in the South, and that t}L
la'gest auction house for the sale of slaves in Richmon lic
.\-'1rgmu1, was owned and conducted by a Jew. Not mam.-' copl ’
in the North knew that in 1849 Solm'nc:;n Heydenfeldt of «'-J\lf:b’ii !
har_l.published A communication on the subject o.f.sh:;-'f i;rr‘w;l']?l
gration (Ld‘dma‘sed to the Hon. Reuben Chapman (}mm’-'r-no-r F:
A'!czbama, in which he attacked slavery and the sla,\-'e- trade I\oi‘c
did t‘hey know the siory of how two Jewish brothers who li ;'ecl in
the -.Soulth, Joseph and Isaac Friedman, befriended Ne«rn; slaves
and assmte‘d them in gaining their freedom.* But thcy.?iid Lknow;
;ha_t a Jewish ?cmthern leader, Judah P. Benjamin, of L(.Juisiana
ad df.clat-ed in the United States Scnate that the abolitionist;
were insane fanatics,” and that the Negroes were an “infcrio;"
and scrvi,l,e: race” who deserved to be held in bondage as “mere
i{;)g;c;t}’.k:* [h(;’j:" 'knew, too, that Rabbi Morris J. tjRaphzus:l of
. Ll 1ad delivered a sermon, entitled Bible View of Slavery
shortly after Lincoln’s clection, in which he justified Nem/':;
slavery on the ground that it existed “through the pr(;.vidcnri’{l
a].lotment of the Divine Being,” and was in iceepinv with G-o.di‘c;
wishes as set forth in the Bible. The sermon wasbendorscd b;-‘
Dr. ISE[EJ.(:‘ M. Wise in the American Israclite and Isaac Lesser ir:
the Occident. Moreover, it was published by a committee of
Pro‘.somhet-n merchants in New York City andeideJ}f circulawd.
: Small :wondcr then that, despite the heroic activities t;:f ]e.w;
1_n the antl-siawfry movement, there should have been smﬁé ‘evcrll
in the progressive ranks who felt that the Jews were indifferent
Pic:al;gr ;?mu}éﬁf:ins discussion of these Jewish brothers, see Kate E. R.
Ned l‘l(Iail'T" .Berl?j:;fiinazis“}z-c er;.omgd S l‘%ﬁ) SBP- S 2ee 2.
West Indies. His parents, éephjgigi:: ng?r ]?ﬁfﬁﬂlﬁ m’ 1'8” - thc g
Judah was two years old. Nine vcars‘ 1'alerb,tlf:mf!-c t_c]:'ic:ll_h s
After 2 "”_‘“bulem career in Yale i_T]‘IiVCI‘SiLV Ber ‘v.dm'l " mm:ed_ LOTGharIt_'.sL(m.
in 1828 without money or friends. His ri-;:; to rlwl;:]c:r? ISCtTli'-d i i
al eminence as a lawyer

and bu n £ l)h T o ¥
1 ISHNECSSmMa was CNOomen § -
. 1 al, and he soon became [in anciall inde
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w0 a crime which challenged the conscience of every selfrespecting
individual. The New York Tribune, for example, was frequently
ilty of jumping to the unwarranted conclusion that the Jewish
saveowners. in the South and some Jewish merchants in New
york City, who, because of their economic relations with the
gouthern planters, were sympathetic to the slave system, werc
typical of most Jews in this country. Despite its advanced stand
in opposi1i0n to slavery and in favor of social reform, the Tribune
seized upon the Rev. Dr. Raphael’s sermon defending slavery as
one further proof of its contention that very many Jews were
among the lecading proponents of the Slavocracy. “No people on
earth,” it declared on January 7, 1861, “have been more Op-
pressed, robbed, trodden down, and pei‘secui.ed, than the Jews;
hence we naturally look to them to furnish apologists and
pettifoggers for slavery.”

But the Tribune was soon forced to admit that it was mis-
taken. David Einhorn and Michael Heilprin lashed out in print
against those Jews who dared to defend slavery. In an article in
his Sinai, Einhorn attacked Rabbi Raphael’s sermon saying that
he could not permit Judaism to be so misrepresented. As he
pointed out to all who argucd that the Bible justified slavery:

“Can that Book hallow the enslavement ol any race, which
sets out with the principles that Adam was created in the image
of God, and that all men have descended from one human pair?
Can that Book mean to raise the whip and forge chains, which
proclaims, with flaming words, in the name of God: ‘break the
bonds of oppression, let the oppressed go {ree, and tear every
yoke!” Can that Book justify the violent separation of a child
from its human mother, which, when speaking of birds’ nests,
with admirable humanity commands charitable regard for the
feclings even of an animal mother?”’

Benjamin entered the field of politics as a Whig and served Louisiana as a
member of the lower house of the state legislature, as a member of the 1844
Constitutional Convention, and as a State Senator. Ile was elected United States
Senator in 1853, and, after joining the Democratic Party, was re-clected to
the Senate in 1859. As a Senator, he gained national prominence for his
speeches defending slavery and attacking the anti-slavery movement. During
the Civil War he occupicd the posts of Attorney-General, Secretary of War and
Secretary of State for the Confederacy. He has been frequently referred to by
historians as “the brains of the Confederacy.”
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And again;:

‘o I[ am nQ]t a pqlltmlan, and have nothing to do with politics

0 proclaim in the name of Judaism, that God has con.
secra!ed_r._hc m_sl._n,uti{)n of slavery! Such a shame and rel';roalg
the Jewish religious press is in duty bound to disown and dF
avow, if both are not to be stigmatized forever. If a Christiatsn
clergyman in Europe had delivered a sermon like that of Dn
Raphael, all the Jewish orthodox and reform pens wnulg
have unmedla{:el}_’ been set to work—heaven and earth bee
summoned for witnesses to prove its fallacies—to repel s.t,u:h;;\!1
foul charge, and to inveigh against this desecration of God’s
holy name. Why should we, in America, keep silence when z;
Jewish preacher plays such pranks? Those Jews only who value

the dollar more than God 'hei ioi i
and their relicion, can give i i
consent and approval.” o e

; Considerable interest was aroused by a long letter from
Michael Heilprin which appeared in the New York Tribune of
januar_y 15, 1861. Entitled “Slavery and the Hebrew Scriptures:
A Reply to the Rabbi Raphael,” the communication demolished
most of Raphael’s contentions. Thus referring to Raphael’s pref-
erence for the translation “slave” of the I—iebrcw word f:l:!);ed
mstead of “servant” as used in the English version, he wrote: i

(iN >
ow, being a Hebre self i
Al e w myself, and pretending to an equal
g gl f the cautiful tongue of my ancestors with the
th.ﬁ. _g[ent eman, I must tell you, statesmen of these United States,
5 b undertake to reconstruct the shattered constitution
5 y\,laar_ great Republic on the basis of the learned Rabbi’s
anslation of the word, you will find yourselves woefully
mistaken. B
. he 1 r
. Inf the history of the Hebrews as a nation, Heilprin pointed
Ull:[,- t 1erc‘}~'as no mention “of a single slave rising,” indicating the
absence of a slave system like that in the Southern states where
slave insurrections were so frequent.
The History of this country, alas!” Heilprin concluded, “has
- - . P S 4 * i
s;ca: \_.Iei.y a page on which is not written the black word ‘Slavery.’
Shall its history be so continued? Answer, statesmen and peo )lc
of America.” e
T} , [ 11
The people of America were soon to answer this question by
sweeping slavery out of the country,
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7. Jews and the Civil War

L~ HE VAST MAJORITY of the Jews in the North viewed with
indignation and alarm the movement initiated by the
Southern slaveowners shortly after Lincoln’s election to

destroy the Union. In their sermons Jewish ministers in New
York, Chicago and Cincinnati were quick to point out that the
Jews had a special reason to oppose the Southern secessionists,
since a dissolution of the Union would adversely affect the status
of every single Jew in the entire country.

“Such a change,” declared the Rev. Dr. Arnold Fischel,
minister of the Congregation Shearith Isracl in New York City,
“would, as a matter of course, bring more prominently forward
the peculiar sentiments of every state, and hitherto, state legisla-
tures have been less liberal than the Federal Government, which
gives us good cause to apprehend that should the present consti-
tution be changed and another one adopted by the seceding
states, its provisions will not be as liberal as those of the United
States. . . . This will be more severely felt by our Southern
brethren, who are few in number and who have to contend with
social prejudices against their race. It is, therefore, their interest
as it is ours, to labor, to hope, and to pray for the preservation
of the Union.”

The Jewish press echoed Rev. Fischel’s sentiments. Sinai
called upon the Jews to mobilize and do everything in their power
to prevent the “Home of the Oppressed” from being “overrun
with anarchy or cursed with distuption.” And the Jewish Mes-
senger abandoned its non-political attitude to announce on
December 28, 1860, that the Jews had to be foremost in opposing
the secessionists:
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“The union . . . has been the source of happiness for our
ancestors and ourselves. Under the protection of the freedom
guaranteed us by the Constitution, we have lived in the enjoy-
ment ol full and perfect equality with our fellow-citizens. We
are enabled to worship the Supreme Being according to the
dictates of conscience, we can maintain the position to which our
abilities entitle us, without our religious opinions being an
impediment to advancement. This Republic was the first to
recognize our claims to absolute equality, with men of whatever
religious denomination. Here we can sit ‘each under his vine
and fig-tree, with none to make him afraid.””

But when prayers did not halt the secessionist drive and it
became obvious alter the firing on Fort Sumter that the Union
could only be preserved by the armed might of the people,
Jewish lcaders and the Jewish press promptly called upon the
Jews to emulate the deeds of their ancestors during the American
Revolution and the War of 1812, On April 26, 1861, the Jewish
Messenger cried out:

“STAND BY THE FLAG!

£

. . . The time is past for forbearance and temporizing. We
are now to act, and sure we are, that those whom these words may
reach, will not be backward in realizing the duty that is in-
cumbent upon them—to raily as one man for the Unicn and the
Constitution. The Union—which binds together, by so many
sacred tics, millions of freemen—which extends its hearty invita-
tion to the oppressed of all nations, to come and be sheltered
beneath its protecting wings—shall it be severed, destroyed, or
even impaired? Shall those, whom we once called our brethren,
be permitted to overthrow the fabric reared by the noble patriots
of the revolution, and cemented with their blood?

“And the Constitution—guaranteeing to all, the free exercise
of their religious opinions—extending to all, liberty, justice, and
equality—the pride of Americans, the admiration of the world
—shall that Constitution be subverted, and anarchy usurp the
place of a sound, safe and stable government, deriving its author-
1ty from the consent of the American people? ;

i aiive or Israelite, stand
sarts of a gral.eful peoplc? Whether native or ist aelite, s -
e hLd . 2ove doine vour duty, and acung well your pa

it, and you are doing you e
5 the side of liberty and justice!
: 1 in the press and evoked
pau-iutic papers. “This tone of
observed The Independent, a
“might well be imitated by

though born and

This editorial was widely reprintec
considcrable applause from
manly, independent patriotism,

= * % T ~1r
weekly published in New Yo! k,
dly Christian Editors, who,
pha

certain professe
educated under the flag
maintain ‘a neutral groun
evil of war, passively sympatl

of the United States, study just now to
1 by continually discoursing the
d.’ and by continually discours =l
Lize with those who would overtnrow
the union.” ;
Throuchout the war, the Jewish i S Spﬂ-m;
it i o Articles, editorials spec
sion of the Unlon cause, . : o
k. : d to the winning of the war. Even pocms
: i i « Tollowing
stressed the same theme. The I.lefm -n_,_
of October 4, 1861, was

a

Messenger stood boldly as

featurcs were devote
published 1n the paper o
published in the fewish i"t{r’.m?-ngc.i
written by one of its subscribers:
OUR UNION

They shall not split our glorious land,
The homestead of the frecl

They shall not tear our noble flag—
The Hag of liberty. _

Until within our glowing breasts
The spark of freedom dies

And under smoking ruins, slain,

The last of freemen lies.

Then fear not for our glorious land
The cradle of the free;

Then fear not for our noble flag
The emblem of Liberty.

Until within our glowing breasts
The Spark of freedom dies,

And under smoking ruins, slajn,
The host of freemen lies.

Rev. Dr. Isaacs, publisher of the Jewish

Inion cause that he lost mearly all his
ort of

“The voice of millions yet unborn, cries out, ‘Forbid it,
Heaven!” The voice of the American people declares in tones
not to be misunderstood: ‘It shall not bel”

“Then stand by the Flag! What death can be as glorious as
that of the patriot, surrendering his life in defense of his country
—pouring forth his blood on the battlefield—to live forever in
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So staunchly did the

mi e T |
Messenger, defend the L : : o
S thu:n subscribers. He continued to speak out 1n Supj
Southe scribers.

: .s¢ savine in one of his editorials:
the war effort, nevertheless, saymng in
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“We want i
subscribers, f :
‘ s or without the
a paper, and Jud: ’ out them we |
415 canno .
truth a;1d IUBJ&IW lznl-lldngt-_zds alm organ; but we want mliicﬁurbhsh
sacrific G S T them we 0 I nore
acrifice all other considerations.” are ready, if we must, to
Equally forthri
orthri : e ;
Rabin Disid Gt - mn}:}m devotion to the Union cause w
i OrIl. MNhat iS ] 3 ras
/ery h more, F _
very beginning of the Civil War that etH Elfnhom saw from the
was essential f o he freedom of ; :
called itial for the victory of the North. On July 4 ﬂ}?iﬁblave&
i L 1poOn every T : 7 B 1 i
e ‘\biﬂitio:(-r%"‘kw in the North to join the rarqu 7 Ul,_he
/ n, : B : =
powerful,” he cri Just as David, the weak, slew Goliatl %
s cried, “so will the forces of Unig 1, the
slay the forces of Disunion 1 81 es of Union and Abolition
D s and Siavery ; g L1
stake concerni ¢ ¥. And who }
" MICETIIING S g 2 o has more
to become il f3} th_{, question whether freedom or slaver o Iat
JEC he basis of our st: L 5 sery ought
: state hife th -
today in most of e than oir b
: st of the f rethren
i the lands of the old world sti v who
SAVEINE d still languish under
Lincoln’s call for tr

00ODs N M
Jews. ps met with prompt response from the

There wer
er i
all of America ae I}l:_) more than two hundred thousand Jews i
Simon Wolf u; T;Eaf; tlm&e of the Civil War. Yer aCCerii-:; -
over six thousar df' merican Jew as Patriot Soldier, and (’“- o
York alone Hm:né fhf them fought in the Union A\rjm\, Inrf;m
i an two th m s Lo
Army and ousand Jews ent
'my and more than s entered the Federa
Bien Soneiris 'onc .t'housand Jews volunteered from I“inoisl
Union Army at nin\«e(‘esumm;eg place the Jewish ofﬁrefs- in tl ‘
ant-Colonels fort ISI _’Eneralg__ eighteen Colonels eigﬁt- iiw G
hundred anc’i trvey lajors, two hundred and five Cﬂl;“'tain:s I|-hl.e£1h
twenty-five SUré_E:;Y'n‘:ﬁIT,IcUtEIlHI’lIZS, forig ol ;\diut'll:lrts.al;:;
i I 2 COI11S, he r”'l' s / : y, i 5
moted fro ’ najority of these offic
Fr_cder:_ﬂ"*l\tll'l(e ranks for distinguished service ers were pro-
o 1CK nefle . = = i se e,
teer Infantry and 1;1:1" enlisted as a private in the Indiana Volun
battle. He 'Enalfy :on Pl"‘-’fl}lot.ncm after promotion on the field o£
se to be col : i :
subsequently s > colonel of his regiment :
ik q y appointed brigadier seneral .g , and was
general for “meritori = general and then brevet major
Philip J 1torious conduct at Chickamauga.” ]
i . Joachi Nt oa.
Attorney’s é)ﬂirjc h(;;;mson, who, while serving in the District
of a slave trader heI 1"(; the war had secured the first convi;:fion
Regiment and ,depzftl dtof organize the 56th New York Volunteer
ried tor the f :
ront to act as its li
1eutenant-
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rigadier General and

e was later appointed Brevet B
ew Orleans.

colonel. H
was wounded while serving with his Regiment in N
Leopold Blumberg, who was forced to flee from Baltimore
to escape lynching for his abolitionist sentiments, helped organize
the bth Regiment of Maryland Infantry at the outbreak of the
He served at first as major of the regiment and fought in
battles until he was severely wounded at the Battle of
Antietam. Although unable to continue in active Service, he
remained with his regiment and was brevetted brigadier general.
After the failure of the Revolution of 1848 in Germany,
Edward S. Salomon came to the United States, settling eventually
in Chicago. Anti-slavery to the core, he became active in the
soon after it was formed. In 1860 he was 2
hicago City Council, and became
twenty-four at the time he was

war.
many

Republican Party
chublican candidate for the C
its youngest member, being only

elected.

Salomon responded eagerly to Lincoln’s first call for troops,
ng the 24th [ilinois Infantry, popularly known as the Hecker-
Commmissioned as a second lieutenant, he
speedily rose t0 arst lieutenant, captain and major. Later he was
d lieutenant-colonel of the 82nd Illinois Infantry,
of Hungarians, Poles, Germans, and Jews

joini
Jaeger Regiment.*

commissione
a regiment consisting
who lived in Chicago.

Salomon first distinguished
and was pmis(:d by Genera
eral Howard for having

himself in the Battle of Gettys-
1 Carl Schurz in his official
“displayed the highest
determination under Very trying circum-
no means the only time Colonel
perior officers.
the successful

burg,
report to Gen
order of coolness and
stances.” But this was by
s to win commendation from his su
War Department on
h, Colonel Robinson wrote:

Salomon wa
In his official report to the

campaign to capture Savanna

# Galomon’s younger brother, Herman, also enlisted in Company 1, First
Regiment Missouri Engineers, for three years. then re-enlisted and served
until the end of the war. At the close of his three years’ enlistment he wrote
hig aged parents: “Forgive me for not returning home, as you request; but it
is my sacred duty to fight for the Union as long as it is in danger.” “Civil
War Diary of Herman Salomon,” Wisconsin Magazine of History, vol. X,
December, 1926, p. 205.
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“The immediate command of my brigade duri
tion was intrusted to Licutenant-Colone] E. 8.
eighty-second Illinois volunteers who was the senior officer
present. I take pleasure in acknowledging the efficiency and zeal

with which Lieutenant-Golonel Salomon disd'largcd the duty
thus de*\-'olx-'ing upon him.”

ng this expedi.
Salomon of the

In Tune, 1865, Salomon was re Tetary
of War for promotion to the rank of brigadier general, In his
letter to Sccr'ctar}f Stanton, Brigadier General Robinson outlined
the nature of Salomon’s military contributions during the war:

commended to the Sec

“I consider Colonel Salomon one
of my acquaintance. His re
of drill and disciplinc
safe com parison with

of the most deserving officers
giment is his highest praise. In point
it is the second in this corps. It will bear
any other of the same age in the army,”

On June 15, 18635, Secretzzr}' Stanton informed Salomon that
the President of the United States had appointed him “for
distinguished gallantry and meritorious service during the war a
Brigadier General of Volunteers by Brevet, in the service of the
United States, , .

Seven Jews are known to have won the Congressional Medal
of Honor for displaying unusual courage while under fire:
Benjamin B. Levy, Abraham Cohn, Leonard Karpeles, Isaac
Gause, Abraham Greenwalt, Henry Heller, and David Orbansky.

Benjamin B. Levy enlisted in the First New York Volunteers
as a drummer, and speedily received commend
mendation for his sagacity and coolness under fi
officers under whom he se
of Honor from Congress
services. Colonel G
teers wrote:

ation after com-
re. Letters from
rved recommending him for the Medal
praised him highly for his distinguished

arret Dyckman of the 1st New York Volun-

“The said Benj. Levy while on board the steamer
at the time she was about bein

gunboat ‘Seabird,” from Norfolk

the steamer, and under my own eyes at the fight at Charles City
Crossroads, he being a drummer at the time and the color
scrgeants and corporals having been shot down, Levy carried two
of the colors of the regiment throughout the fight,”
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g captured by the Confederate
» by his presence of mind saved

‘ery rish soldier who

he | orv of the achievements of every Jewish s,_o Sl
Lo would make a book by itself. |
. liver O. Howard, under
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whom many Jewis

these accomplishments:
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E - seientific attainment. o
e llorsville, a true and brave
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i [ iade commanders answered to | 43
e e patriotic men
officer. Two ‘usically. there are ho moere p n 10
ipt ntrinsically, the: e
e /1l those who claim
. U vl el : 8 ands or more
: found in the country h _ e
gtsibnt and who served with me 1 par:
esC an

i instructions.”
directly under my 1nstru i
- d t .
i some Jewish spokesmen suggestec .
Occasionally some Tl
quite satisfied
one country,

= 8L i 1e nion .AI"‘!T!.}"
I(’"‘.’iSh rcgiments be sct up TI'E the U popt ‘
£ 1 d these suggestions, 53,}'1!! : “We are
soldiers TC]CCILd h ] {‘_‘S .‘,fj Hsen {g‘r W
o foht wi 1ir Christian comis: les for one cause
tc {lth with ot

» .
e i ldiers fought side by side throughout
wish and Christian soldiers P (b eir own
i i conflict, separating only to observe th
| T ‘

l-hehlong sl looty Messenger of Febru-

cwish _
religious holidays. In a letter to ;l;c }::rimnq sl
v 5 vish soldier told a t ¢ i
ary 7, 1862, a Jew 50 gy, Lo
c;} relicionists in the Union Army fought and p

i same
ewish soldiers belonging to t_he :,omc
for worship on Sabbath, 1111 b
young soldier, who was ord I_fI:r:; e

young sa - wh : ‘
' i ;kirmish, near .
Ki rni ‘o take part in a § 2 ; L
e ?101]1'11;1%;;(;0 rhrcﬁwh without having tdf(rf,dwhcre
v, which he had hrough, e e s
FU]1 ‘? ,a :‘r:(l)lrf as the enemy retreated, ;ttle retiy eéciqto e
and as soon as the ct reading his prayers. : -
il til sunset reading e he fact that t
e o st interesting from t Ly
: levoti is not the leas resting s e
these devotions - e uded
1o e snetrate. When
aeilias he camp cannot penetra i
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Nor did ]ewish women ¢
of the wounded soldiers.
Elizabeth Cady
Weld and other
Women’s National Loyal League.
(1) the organization of a mas
and the arming of the Negro pcuple;
rheads, the “fifth columnists” of the

anti-slavery

for the freedom of the slaves
(2) the defeat of the Coppe
Civil War years. Jewish women WeTe active in the
initiated by the League to collect signatures to petitions calling
upon President Lincoln to issue an Emancipation Proclamation.

At one of the conventions of the Women's National Loyal
League a leading speaker was a Jewish woman, Mizs. Chalkstone
of California, who was honored for her services to the Union
cause. In replying to the tributes bestowed upon her, Mrs.
Chalkstone said in words that have 2 surprisingly modern Ting:

campaign

brief as possible, and 1 ask for an
excuse for my broken speech. . . . I am trom Germany, where my
brothers all fought against the Government and tried to make
us free, but were unsuccessful. My only son, seventeen years old,
is in our great and noble Army of the U nion. He has fought 1n
many battles here, and 1 only came from California to see him
7l

“My speech shall be as
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iD,wf,undf:d or found in

'j}r'ing

rge Lincoln to request Con

a dying condition on the field of battle, or
i the hospitals.” The Board also sent Rev. Fischel to
gress Lo strike out the

Washington to U
aChristian ordained clergymen OT their equivalent” from

o Army Chaplains. Rey. Fischel's description
throws much light on
uestion of the place of the

e the Union:

ords
the laws relating t
of his interview with the President
Lincoln’s attitude towards the entire q
J]ewish people 1n the struggle to presery
) o'clock at the White House,
g for admission,

1 called this motrning at ter
where hundreds of people were anxiously waitin
some of whorm told me that they had been for three days awaiting
their turn. 1 was, nevertheless, at once invited to his room and
was received with marked courtesy. After having read the letter
of the Board and delivered to him several letters ol introduction,
he qucstioned me on various matters connected with this subject
and then told me that he fully admitted the justice of my remarks,
that he believed the exclusion of Jewish Chaplains to have been
altogether unintentional on_the part of Congress, and agrecd
that something ought to Lo done to meet this case. . . . I thanked
him for his kind reception, and expressed to him my best wishes
for his welfare. In the course of my remarks I gave him clearly to
understand that 1 came 1O him not as an office-secker but to
contend for the principle of religious liberty, for the Constitu-
tional rights of the Jewish community, and for the welfare of
the Jewish Volunteers, which he seemed fully to appreciat.e.”

4, 1861, the President wrote to Dr. Fischel:

Executive Mansion
Dec. 14, 1861

On December 1

Rev. Dr. FIsCHEL

My Dear Sir:
1 find there are several particulars in which the present law

in regard to Chaplains is supposed to be deficient, all of which 1
now design presenting to the appropriate Committee of Congress.
I shall try to have a new law broad enough to COVEr what is
desired by you in behalf of the Israelites.
; Yours truly,

A, LiNCOLN

Meanwhile thousands of Christians besieged Congress with
ng that the law be amended. On March 12, 1862,
se the employment of
shall be of the

memorials urgi
the Act was 2
Brigade Chaplains,

mended so as o authori
“one Or TNOre of which
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(‘al.h?hc, Protestant or Jewish religion.” Subsequently Lii

appointed several Jewish rabbis as Army Chaplains ; it
4l (J)z:ﬂ]?ltlacem(li)jf ]Ir,.‘1‘8(>2, General Ulysses S. Grant, disturbed

sh peddlers, issued an order expelling all Jews withi

twenty-four hours from the area under his command. A o
Rrotest arose among the Jews against this bigoted ll.nro.rflr'eat
tional, and inhuman order. Indignant Jews all ov;r th{; I:I.]m‘
and West sent letters to President Lincoln requesting his “imoxl;lt:

d]atc 1‘11“.‘:1 pOSitiOn” t : 3 i .}] i 3
O L‘Ild this enormous o a4 aw
; - utrdg{: 011 le]. 1 arld

0 : 3 i
Padu:al_l]an;a:‘gn& 1_8?13,{)(3. J. Kaskel, a Jewish merchant of
4l ) ompanie y Representative Gurley of .
visited the President. “And so “hild S e
: i s0 the Children of Is ; 1

! ; “ f Israel were drive
izorrli Eh(i happy land of Canaan?” Lincoln asked. “Yes,” rcPlli;z
[ ::0 I{;,asir}d that is why we have come unto Father A,b*raham.’s
: ing protection.” Lincoln replied: “A hi i

. ' 3 plied: “And this protection
ey shall have.” He gave Kaskel a letter to Gencrapl Halleck

orderi . Grant’ i i
j lering that Grant’s order be immediately revoked. Lincoln’s
ctter was promptly obeyed.* i

de]eﬁg{gi (tl{l(; isuccess of Kaskel's ;fppca] was known, another
qrri;}(‘d : ‘)7 nr?, composed of rabbis, businessmen and lawyers,
(thank. hgln -{\::ﬂsl}l:lgt(ﬂm. They .dccided to visit the President and
T s pr ormpL a‘ctmn._ Rabbi Isaac M. Wise sent an

eresting account of the interview to the American Israclite

* 0 P—
ne result of the strugel i
e s le agat : s hi
AT sk b e ggle against General Grant’s bigoted order was the
el ik T preater unity among the Jewish people in America
ity .16 \186;’ :::!l]lt’ﬁ(’.u\'ffii strong,” editorialized the Jewish Messenger 01{
vl ;x'.:ept 1= <e|:.r¥mm.d on the vindication of our rights. How can we
' 4y B o 1V a MNion among ours ? e . I
. ame selves? If every quar :
i i 3 o g ol ery quartermaster's clerk.
i .il'.s hml-rscl[ aggrieved, will get up an in;lig—n;’tion meetin ild
s10len FE'. intye af g " : : -
Aol d(mso 1.]-“10:25 purporting to represent the Israelites of Ame?im_
s -al‘e within a year—if every minister of our faith, every trustee
L IEC gi«]‘g;?[“, {(-W(-'.r'y I\p(—f‘r!;(m bearing a Jewish name, will arr;)g‘atc I-(J
: € of speaking for the A i : :
S TS g for the American Israelites, Jerw i
_LhC‘.P‘If_‘Sldtfr:lt and Congress and the press with reams of f 1 O’: O\ET“_h_ﬂmlil?,
individual sentiments of a thousand ur“ are i ‘r- ; 0‘ st D
¢ of ; 184 more independent ' f iti
Mz S : I lent, pcily communities
tn rl qti:‘m‘cu. can we wonder that the officers of r;f;vt‘rlmilt‘lll pa.
E o this mass of papers and si ? e e . 4
155 of papers and signatures? Th i :
IR i I e : < =} SR e necessit 0
i g cent <1.| organization for American Israelites was never i
than at this juncore. , . ."” : j gl

24

“We went to the White House in our tl_‘aveli.ng habiliments
and spoke about half an hour to the President 'of _1.11(;‘U_'n1ti-.d;
grates in an open and frank manner and were (ilgmfss*;e-:l in the
same simple style. Having gxpressed our thanks fu:_‘ his I_prpm’pf,—
ness and despatch 1n revoking Grants order the I ‘rcsmcm gct\-e
utterance to his surprise that such an order _shmud have been
issued. ‘1 don’t like to see a class Or nationality condemned on
account of a few sinners, he said. The President fully {:0{1&-‘11‘1(;6(1
us that he knows no distinction between JEws and Gentiles _and
that he feels no prejudice against any nationality and especially
against the Israclites. We had little chance to say at_lythmg,
the President being so splendidly cloquent on this occasion. I—Ie
spoke like a simple, plain citizen and tried 1n various forms to

convince us of the sincerity of his words on this matter.”

One has but to rercad Rabbi Wise's report of his interview
with Lincoln to anderstand why the President was so deeply loved
by the Jewish soldiers and citizens. In October, 1864, 2 delega-
tion of Ii]ews of New York visited Iincoln to assure him that t}’lt
Jewish people would vote overwhelmingly to re-elect h*fm
President. They spoke t00, they added, for thousands of Jewish
soldiers in the Union Army who would vote, as they fought, for
Union and Victory. A

In April, 1865, the Confederacy qurrendered and the Cn"ll
War was over. But shortly after the NEWs of the Victory for the
Unjon and freedom was reported, the nation was pl-.mged into
the assassination Of President Lincoln. The Jewish
people, like their Christian brothers, were nv{?n\rhelmled by
the sad tidings. As the Hebrew Congregation Oh':u-'e Shalom
of Boston put it in 2 resolution adopted on April 16, }‘86{3:
« _ No words can convey the deep sOrTowW which we feel within

us that the first officer of the country should thus be cut off from
n and prudence were€

grief by

among us at the moment when his wisdor
; L i (1]
about to lead us out of the chaos of war to the paradise of peace.

All over the country sermons were delivered by Jewish Rabbis 11

1 1 : Me
honor of the martyred President. Perhaps Rabbi Max Lilienthal

of the Broadway Synagogue in Cincinnati, Ohio, came closest tO
expressing Lincoln’s meaning to the American people 10 his

i . I i ] 2 S Lo s
sermon of April 29 1865, entitled “The Assassination of Lincoin.

“Who was Abraham Lincoln?”’ he asked. “The first laborer-
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President, Of his 2
o biq;:isa;l:cedents_nothing could be said, but th:
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nstitution declared that no person who denied “the
f both the Old and New Testaments . . . shall
be capable of holding any office or place of trust or profit in any
civil department of the State.” Immediately, the Board of Dele-
gates of the American Israelites appealed to the citizens of North
Carolina, calling upon all friends of religious liberty to reject

this pr()position. The appeal said:

pmp()sed €0
divine authority 0

“T¢ is opposed to the fundamental principle of our national
governments, it is obnoxious to thosc who still regard with
veverence the memory of an ancestry driven by religious persecu-
tion from their homes in the Old World to seck and find an
asylum in America. Shall it illustrate that the citizens of North
Carolina are recreant to their plc.dge, solemnly enumerated in the
immortal Declaration of Independence, that [iberty is an inalien-
able right of man?”

aroused considerable support in progressive

This appcal
Carolina. Nevertheless, the constitution was

circles in North

rejected.
It was not until 1868 that Jewish emancipation in North

Carolina was accomplished. In that year Negroes and poor
whites were allowed to vOte for delegates to the Statc Constitu-
tional Convention. The Convention, composed of many delegates
_Negro and white—representing the masses of common people
in North Carolina climinated from the constitution of the state
the clause which, in the past, had practically disqualiﬁed Jews

from holding office. In other Southern states, moreover, conven-
atives of the common people—Negra

and white—guaranteed full religious freedom and rights to the
Jewish people. Surveying this situation, the Board of American
Tsraelites reported joyfully in 1868: “The Constitutions of the
Southern States, adopted during the year, make no discrimination

against Israelites.”

tions made up of represent

tory of the part

On this note we can bring to a close the s
social and

played by the Jewish people in several outstanding

political movements to advance democracy in America. As in

1776, 1812, and 1861, so today the Jewish people are fichting in
) pERE

oL
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alliance with men 2 y

i {reedoi? :,r:j m;om@ of all religions, nationalities, and

D ac Zm}ocrac:y, ff)]f the right of the common

R h.arbar‘sn llappler life. In their present conflict

i ism they seek to preserve and broaden the
ich served to guide those Jewish patriots who stood

by Washlng 18] h o 1

4 i 1. T

battled i A “. &4 f'u\;ht under Andrew jack son, and wli
in the armies of Abraham Lincoln i o

APPENDICES

MEMORIAL OF THE JEWS OF PHILADELPHIA TO THE
PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE, DECEMBER 23, 1783

To the honourable the COUNCIL OF CENSORS, assembled
agreeable to the constitution of the State of Pennsylvania. The
Memorial of Rabbi Ger. Seixas of the Synagogue of the Jews at
Philadelphia, Simon Nathan their Parnass or President, Asher
Myers, Bernard Gratz and Haym Salomon the Mahamad, or
Associates of their Council in behalf of themselves and their
brethren Jews, residing in Pennsylvania,

Most respectfully showe th,

That by the tenth section of the Frame of Government of this
Commonwealth, it is ordered that each member of the general
assembly of the representatives ot the freemen of Pennsylvania,
before he takes his seat, shall make and subscribe a declaration,
which ends in these words, “I do acknowledge the Scriptures of
the old and new Testament to be given by divine inspiration,”
to which is added an assurance that “no further” or other religious
test shall ever be required of any civil officer or magistrate in
this state.

Your memorialists beg leave to observe, that this clause se€ms
to limit the civil rights of your citizens to one very special article
of creed: Whereas by the second parzlgra.ph of the declaration of
the rights of the inhabitants, it is asserted without any other
limitation than the professing the existence of God, in plain
words, “that no man who-acknowledges the being of a God can
be justly deprived or abridged of any civil rights as a tizen on
account of his religious sentiments.” But certainly this religious
test deprives the Jews of the most eminent rights of freemen,
solemnly ascertained to all men who are¢ not professed Atheists.

May it please your Honors,




Although the Jews in Pennsy 1: Fin o :

liberty of the I—iefgpfc in one c0111 :;Elilnvl d;ﬁ ?Il:(i {53 -]l-'n m'lmbel-’ e

) Yrke he declaration of the
government thereof, that these liberties are the rights of the
people, may prove a powerful attraction to men, who live under
restraints in another country. Holland and England have made
va]uab!e acquisitions of men, who for their rcli‘s;ious senti.mentsL
were disturbed in their own countries__And if fews in Europ: or,
elsewhere, should incline to transport themselves to Americ’ip:nd
would, for reason of some certain advantage of the soil Cl;:l;’l‘zﬂ{_’
or the trade of Pennsylvania, rather become i:nha.bitant; thercof,
than of any other State; yet the disability of Jews to take 5(-':1:
among the representatives of the people, as worded by the said
f:'tr',‘liglUl.lS test, might determine their free cholce : Ne
York, or to any other of the United States of Ameri
s no such restraint laid upon the nation and
as in Pennsylvania,

to go to New
ca, where there
religion of the Jews,

Your memorialists cannot say that the Jews are particularly
fond of being representatives of the people in assembly or civil
officers and magistrates in the State; but with ereat sﬁbﬁlissi()n
they apprehend that a clause in the constitutior? which disables
them to be elected by their fellow citizens, is a stigma upon their
nation and their religion, and it is inconsistent with the second
paragraph of the said bill of rights; otherwise Jews are as fond
of liberty as their religious socicties can be, and it must crcaté in
1.I?cm a displeasure, when they perceive that for their professed
rhsse_.nt in doctrine, which is inconsistent with their I'E]]{Ul;(.)l-ls
sentiments, they should be excluded from the most impo?tum
and honorable part of the rights of a free citizen.

_Y_our memorialists beg further leave to represent, that in the
religious books of the Jew v

s, which are or may be in every man’s
hands,‘therc are no such doctrines or principles est.ablisl'le;;l as are
inconsistent with the safety and happiness of the people of
?’enns:-ylvania; and that the conduct and behaviour of the Jews
in this al:ld the neighboring States, has always tallied wir-.h the
great (}esxgn of the Revolution; that the ]cv;-'s of Charlestown
New York, New-Port and other Pposts, occupied by the Britis;l';
troops, I}ave distinguisl}edly suffered for their attachment to the
Revolution principles; and their brethren at St. Eustatius, for the
Sal’flt? cause, experienced the most severe resentments of the
British commanders. The Jews of Pennsylvania in proportion
to the number of their members, can count with any réligious

80

ciety whatsoever,
gerved some of them
sovernment of this State;
in 1
gome more, ;
: AT formed for
every plan 101‘11‘] .

as much as their circum
or a religious society,
whatsoever, against t

from any o
should think proper to
tution, you would be p
of that convention.

CORRESPONDE

1 ; ; have
the Whigs among either o{ll _ti}em, tgei)i e
o “~» (Continental mailitia, an
in the Continent e he
they have no inconsiderable PEOPLE?
. icularly 1 ray of trade,
ands and tenements, but paruculdrq in the1 w_;flavc e
some less, for which they pay taxes; t’l(‘_.‘_.y ‘ Eribmc
; puhlic utility been forward to con Tio.n
i ! nat
y 1mit of; and as a T
stances would adx ; At
they stand unimpead\edho{ amkm‘ i
J iness cople.
: ; happiness of the p
L el ¢ if your honours,

i bly pray, tha
lists humbly pray, U - Lya
o han the subject of this address,

LT fro t i
he nsicderation : L 1st1-
ther co call a convention for TEVISIIE the cot e
Jeased to recommend this 10 the noti

ac

And vour memoria

NCE BETWEEN GEO?G]; ‘\T;E]EH[IJ\SITL“?L%
AND JEWISH (’JO‘NGREGAT]()NS IN 1

STATES, 1790

) rest he
egation to the President of th

Address of the Newport Gong?
3 2 : rica

United States of Amert h

. LOCK s A3 yroac

Sir: Permit the children of the stock of Abmham to_a}PI i

n"th the most cordial affection and esteem for fou ; E ke
Y0111 . it, and to join with our fellow-citizens in welcoming y
and merit, 2
to Newport.

With pleasure we re
when the God of Israe
the sword, shielded your :
rejoice to think that the same spi =

7 1 nabling
. oreatly beloved Daniel, ena i — -
k- PBabylonian Empire, rests an d ever W 11} rgnt Eﬁ o
ou to discharge the arduous duties of the

flect on those days of c‘li{ﬁ_culty anﬁd _(lal:lngIf‘
1. who delivered David from the 1181(’_11 ré
: head in the days of battle; and W

rit which rested on the bosom
him to preside over the

provinces of the
you, enabling Y

i : wse States.
agistrate of these ! o
& o hitherto have been of the invaluable rights

with a deep sense of gratitude t(; Jlt}l';i
1 events, behold a government ereFt d by
ernment which to bigotry gives
tance, but generously affording

Deprived as Wi
free citizens, we DOW,
Almighty Disposer of al ’
the majesty of the Iacoggle, a gove
1o sanction, to persecution 1o assis

81




to all liberty of conscience and immunities of citizenship, deeming
every one of whatever nation, tongue and language equal parts

of the great governmental machine.
This so ample and extensive Federal Union, whose base

doing whatever seemeth to Him good.

For all the blessings of civil and religious liberty which we
enjoy under an equal benign administration, we desire to send

up our thanks to the Ancient of Days, the great Preserver of men,
beseeching Him that the angel who conducted our forefathers
through the wilderness into the promised land may graciously
conduct you through all the difficulties and dangers of this
mortal life, and when, like Joshua, full of days and full of honors,
you are gathered to your fathers, may you be admitted into the
heavenly paradise to partake of the water of life and the tree of
immortality.

Done and signed by order of the Hebrew Congregation in
Newport, Rhode Island.

Moses Seixas, Warden
Newport, August 17, 1790

The Address of the Hebrew Congregations in the Cities of

Philadelphia, New York, Richmond, and Charleston, to the
President of the United Stales

Sir: It is reserved for you to unite in affection for your char-
acter and person every political and religious denomination of
men, and in this will the Hebrew Congregations aforesaid yield
to no class of their fellow-citizens. We have hitherto been pre-
vented by various circumstances peculiar to our situation from
adding our congratulations to those which the rest of America
have offered on your elevation to the chair of the Federal Govern-
ment. Deign, then, illustrious sir, to accept This, our homage.

The wonders which the Lord of Hosts hath worked in the
days of our forefathers have taught us to observe the greatness of
His wisdom and His might throughout the events of the late
glorious Revolution; and, while we humble ourselves at His
footstool in thanksgiving and praise for the blessing of His
deliverance, we acknowledge you, the leader of American armies,
as His chosen and beloved servant. But not to your sword alone
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BrnjAaMIN NONES

Philadelphia, August 11, 1800

SPEECH OF MR. JACOB HENRY IN THE NORTH CARO-

LINA LEGISLATURE, 1809

I certainly, Mr. Speaker, know not the design of the Declara-
tion of Rights made by the people of this State in the year 17176,
if it was not to consecrate certain great and fundamental rights

and principles, which even the Constitution cannot impair; for
the 44th section of

the latter instrument declares that the

Declaration of Rights ought never to be violated, on any pretense

whatever, if there is any apparent difference between the two

instruments, they ought, if possible, to be reconciled; but if there
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is a final repugnance between them, the Declaration of Rights
must be considered paramount; for I believe it is to the Constity-
tion, as the Constitution 1s to the law; it controls and directs it
absolutely and conclusively. If, then, a belief in the Protestant
religion is required by the Constitution to qualify a man for a
seat in this house, and such qualification is dispensed with by the
Declaration of Rights, the provision of the Constitution must be
altogether inoperative; as the language of the Bill of Rights is,
“that all men have a natural and inalienable right to worship
Almighty God according to the dictates of their own consciences,”
It is undoubtedly a natural right, and when it is declared to be
an inalienable one by the people in their sovereign and original
capacity, any attempt to alienate it either by the Constitution or
by law, must be vain and fruitless.

It is difficult to conceive how such a provision crept into the
Constitution, unless it is from the difficulty the human mind feels
in suddenly emancipating itself from fetters by which it has long
been enchained; and how adverse it is to the feelings and manners
of the people of the present day every gentleman may satisfy
himself by glancing at the religious belief of the persons who fill
the various offices in this State: there are Presbyterians, Lutherans,
Calvinists, Mennonists, Baptists, Trinitarians, and Unitarians.
But, as far as my observation extends, there are fewer Protestants,
in the strict sense of the word, used by the Constitution, than any
other persuasion; for I suppose that they meant by it, the
Protestant religion as established by the law in England. For
other persuasions we sece houses of worship in almost every part
of the State, but very few of the Protestant; so few, that indeed I
fear that the people of this State would for some time remain
unrepreseni:ed in the House, if that clause of the Constitution is
supposed to be in force. So far from believing in the Thirty-nine

Articles, I will venture to assert that a majority of the people
never have read them,

If a man should hold religious principles incompatible with
the freedom and safety of the State, I do not hesitate to pronounce
that he should be excluded from the public councils of the same;
and I trust if T know myself, no one would be more ready to aid
and assist than myself. But I should really be at a loss to specify
any known religious principles which are thus dangerous. It is
surcly a question between a man and his maker, and requires
more than human attributes to pronounce which of the numerous
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man could render the Almighty was 1¥1_‘thg?
and the pcrfonnance of his dut_les.‘ I'hat
ould receive with equal benignity the
yration, if they procecd from the
n the action and conduct of man,

astery, where
movements O
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Nothing is more easily demonstrated than that the conduct
alone is the subject of human laws, and that man ought to suffer
civil disqualification for what he does, and not for what he thinks,
The mind can conceive laws only from Him, of whose Divine
essence it is a portion; He alone can punish disobedience; for
who else can know its movements, or estimate their merits? The
religion I profess, inculcates every duty which man owes to his
fellow-men; it enjoins upon its votaries the practice of every
virtue, and the detestation of €very vice; it teaches them to hope
for the favor of heaven exactly in proportion as their lives have
been directed by just, honorable, and beneficent maxims, This,
then, gentlemen, is my creed: it was impressed upon my infant
mind, it has been the director of my youth, the monitor of my
manhood, and will, I trust, be the consolation of my old age.
At any rate, Mr. Speaker, I am sure that you cannot see anything
in this religion, to deprive me of my seat in this house. So far as
relates to my life and conduct, the examination of these T submit
with cheerfulness to your candid and liberal construction. What
may be the religion of him who made this objection against me, or
whether he has any religion or not T am unable to say. I have
never considered it my duty to pry into the belief of other mem-
bers of this house. If their actions are upright and conduct just,
the rest is for their own consideration, not for mine. I do not
seek to make converts to my faith, whatever it may be esteemed
m the eyes of my officious friend, nor do I exclude anyone from
my esteem or l"ricndshi.p_. because he and I differ in that respect.
The same charity, therefore, it is not unreasonable to expect,
will be extended to myself, because in all things that relate to the
State and to the duties of civil life, I am bound by the same
obligations with my fellow-citizens, nor does any man subscribe
more siu(:ercly than myself to the maxim, “Whatever ye would
that men should do unto you, do ye so even unto them, for such
is the law and the prophets,”
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i NTTED STATES
JEWISH CONGREGATIONS IN THE UNITED STAT

s T E INTY b ] AND
[N 1850 ARRANGED BY STATE, COUNTY, CITY
YEAR OF FOUNDING

“;?Akjii\e Co. (Mobile), Shaara Shamayyim (1841). Mont-
fo 0. (2

gomery Co. (M ontgomery) , Mevakker Holim (1847) .
IFORNIA :
m\;[ldf_)radn Co. (Coloma), (ongreg
Co. (San Francisco) , Emanu el
COI\-‘I\a];i‘I(zclln(o (Hartford) , Beth lSI"T].Ci (1843) .
Co. (New Haven), Mishkan Israel (1840).

ation (1850} . San Franc.isco
850) , Shearith Israel (1850).

New Haven

GE{(}"‘I;fe;Slam Co. (Savannah), Mikveh Israel (1738) . Richmond

Co. (Augusta), B'nai Israel (1846).

U-Iéf;(;}_-‘i Co. (Chicago), Kehillath Anshe Maarib (1847).

B al). =

1\1;;!;1: Co. (Fort Wayne), Achdut Vc' Shalnm{) (1848) . Tip-
xpcw noe Co. (Lafayettc) , Shebeth Achim (1842) .

M;\Lri;:;}::n Co. (Louisville) , Adath Israel (1842) .

LOUISIANA :
Ascension Co.
Orleans Co. (New
Prayer (LaFayette)
Hesed (1828).

oo ’ i Triendshi
MAI;{:!I;:(H@ Co. (Baltimore), Fells Point Heb. Friendship

i i o
G ( 1838) , First Baltimore Hebrew (Hidhe Israel) (1830) ,
ong. ( ), First
Har Sinai (1842) .
ACBUSETTS
M onftolk Co. (Boston) , Ohave Shalom (1842

ICHIGAN X : ‘
" Wayne Co. (Detroit), Beth El (1850) .

(Donaldsonville) , Bikkur Holim 1(1850) i
Orleans) , Ahavath Ahim (1850}: {,a‘!,e's' of
(1849), Nefutsoth Judah (1845), Shaare
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MISSISSIPPI
Adams Co. (Natchez), B'nai Israel
(Vicksburg) , Anshe Hesed (1843) .

MISSOURI
St. Louis Co. (St. Louis), United Hebrew (1838), B'nai EJ
(1850) .

NEW JERSEY
Essex Co. (Newark), B'nai Jeshurun (1848). Passaic Co.
(Paterson) , B'nai Jeshurun (1847) .

NEW YORK
Albany Co. (Albany), Anshe Emeth (1850), Beth El (1838),
Beth Jacob (1847). Irie Co. (Buffalo), Beth FEI (1847),
Beth Zion (1850). Livingsion Co. Congregation (2). New
York Co. (N. Y. City), Ahaveth Hesed (1848), Anshe Hesed
(1830}, Beth Abraham (1850), Beth Israel (1846) , Bikkur
Holim (1849), B’nai Isracl (1847), B'nai Jeshurun (1825),
Emanuel (1845), Rodef Shalom (1842}, Shaare Hashamayim
(1840), Shaare Rahamin (1849), Shaare Tefellah (1846) ,
Shaare Zedek (1839), Sheerith Israel (1680) . Monroe Co.
(Rochester) , B'rith Kodesh (1840} . Onondaga Co. (Syracuse) ,
Society of Concord (1 846) .

OHIO
Cuyahoga Co. (Cleveland), Anshe Hesed (1839), Tifereth
Israel (1850). Hamilton Co. (Cincinnati), Adath Israel
(1847), Ahavath Ahim (1848), B'nai Israel (1824), B'mai
Jeshurun (1840) .

PENNSYLVANIA
Allegheny Co. (Pittsburgh) , Shaare Shamayyim (1846). Lan-
caster Co. (Lancaster), Congregation (1776) (7). Luzerne
Co. (\-‘\-’Ilkes—Barre), B'nai B'rith (1845) . Montour Co.
(Danville) , B'nai Zion (1849) . Northampton Co. (Easton) ,
B'rith Shalom (1839). Philadelphia Co. (Philadelphia) , Beth
Israel (1849), B'nai Israel (1847), Keneseth Israel (1847) ,
Mikveh Israel (1782), Rodelf Shalom (1802) .

RHODE ISLAND
Newport Co. (Newport) , Jeshuath Israel (1658) .

SOUTH GAROLINA
Charleston Co. (Charleston), Beth Elohim (1750) , Sheerith
Isracl (1843). Richland Co. (Columbia) , Columbia Hebrew
Congregation (1822) .

(]813) . Warren Ga.
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Ohev Shalom (1848). Henrico Co.
(1791) , Beth Shavah (1841).

IRGINIA oy
’ Norfolk Co. (Nortc?lk)‘,
(Ric.hm(md) , Beth Shalom

WEST VIRGINIA

= 10Y
Ohio Co. (Wheeling) , Leshem Shamayyim (1849)
110 Co. ling

gregation (I 850) (2)

FISCONSIN :
; I‘1I\(-':I('1)lwan.lkee Co. (Milwaukee), Con
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