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1. Jews in Colonial America

INCE earliest Colonial days, Jews have played a part in the
building of American democracy, participating in this coun-
try’s struggles for freedom, sharing in its victories and con-

tributing to its growth. The Jews even participated in the
discovery of America. Spanish Jews helped finance the voyage of
Christopher Columbus, and Jewish scientists and geographers
contributed to its success by their improvements in the compass
and the application of astronomy to navigation. Moreover, of the
hundred and twenty men with Columbus on the first voyage, five
or six were Marronos, or Jews converted to Christianity to escape
the persecution of the Inquisition.

In September, 1654, a tiny vessel, the St. Charles, arrived in
New Amsterdam with twenty-three Jewish passengers. Individual
Jews had arrived in America before, 1654, but the history of the
Jewish Community in the United States begins with the arrival of
the St. Gharles at the harbor of New Amsterdam.

The Jewish Pilgrim Fathers had much in common with those
hardy pioneers who had landed at Plymouth Rock three and a
half decades earlier. Like them they were fundamentally dis-
senters rebelling against persecutions and discriminations. They
came to this country to escape the wave of persecution instituted
against the Jews of Brazil after the Portuguese recapture of that
territory from the Dutch.*

* During the years 1650-1654, the Jews in Brazil had been treated under
Dutch rule on a basis of equality with the other inhabitants, But in 1650
an insurrection of the Portuguese took place in Brazil which was assisted by
the crown of Portupal, and after 1654 with the occupation of Recife in
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The Jews who arrived in New Amsterdam were soon to set a

precedent that most American Jews have followed ever since,
namely, the bold assertion of the right of all men—regardless of
race, color and creed—to enjoy the full fruits of democracy.
Dictatorial and autocratic Peter Stuyvesant, Director-General of
New Netherlands, was determined to prevent the settlement of
Jews in the colony. There were already too many people in the
colony who believed in the democratic principles of government
to suit the blustering and overbearing Peter Stuyvesant. Had not
the people in 1653 drawn up a “Humble Remonstrance” in which
they demanded that they be given the right to make laws and elect
officials on the ground that such functions belonged to “every
free-born man . , .77 Stuyvesant knew that the Jewish immigrants
would support this “Humble Remonstrance.”

Partly to prevent accessions to the rebels in the colony and
partly to divert the attention of the people from the immediate
issue—the question of sell-government—Stuyvesant launched an
anti-Semitic campaign.

On September 22, 1654, Stuyvesant petitioned the directors of
the Dutch West India Company not to permit any of “the Jewish
nation. .. to infect and trouble this new colony to the detraction
of your worships and the dissatisfaction of your worships’ most
affectionate subjects.” “Giving them liberty,” he added, “we
cannot refuse the Luthers and Papists.” In other words, toleration
of the Jews would bring toleration of other minorities.

The following March the Burgomasters and Schepens of the
City approved a proposal calling for the expulsion of the Jews.
But during these months the Jews of New Amsterdam had not
been inactive, and they appealed to their brethren in Holland for
aid in their struggle. The latter, many of whom were large stock-
holders in the Dutch West India Company, instantly put pressure

Pernambuco by the Portuguese, conditions became unsafe for the Jews, Some
went to the next available Dutch possession, Curacao, but this island was
neither fertile enough nor large enotigh to provide for all Jewish families in
Brazil. Some families, therefore, left for Holland and New Amsterdam.,

Historians have differed over the question whether the Jewish settlers who
came to New Amsterdam in September, 16564 were from Brazil or from the
West Indies, Most available evidence points to the former region as the
point of origin,
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on the syndicate to reject Stuyvesant’s request for the expulsion of
the Jews. After some deliberation, the directors of the Company
issued an order on February 16, 1655, which informed the gover-
nor that his proposal would be “inconsistent with reason and
justice,” and explicitly instructed him to permit Jews to travel,
trade and live in the colony, “provided the poor among them
shall not become a burden to the company or to the community,
but be supported by their own nation.”

Thus by fighting for their rights with considerable fortitude
the Jews of New Amsterdam had won the initial round in their
battle with the autocratic governor. But the battle was by no
means over. The Jews were determined to secure the right to
share in the common benefits of citizenship and to enjoy equality
before the law. In this battle they were fichting for the essential
democratic principles later cmbodied in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the Bill of Rights,

All male inhabitants of New Amsterdam capable of bearing
arms were enrolled in the Burgher Guard for the protection and
defense of the City. In 1655 the reactionary Stuyvesant regime
passed an ordinance providing that Jews should “remain exempt
from general training and guard duty, on condition that each
male person over sixteen and under sixty contribute . . . sixty-five
stivers each month.” The handful of New Amsterdam Jews
refused to be discriminated against in this manner. In November,
1655, Asser Levy and Jacob Barsimson, leaders of the Jewish
community, petitioned the authorities for permission to stand
guard at the stockade of New Amsterdam like other citizens or be
relieved from the payment of the tax. Their petition was rejected
with the curt advice that “they are privileged to go elsewhere if
they like.” But these men were not easily frightened, and they
determined to carry the fight further. They appealed to the
authorities in Holland for permission to perform military duty,
and their petition was granted. In fact, even before it was
granted, Asser Levy, in defiance of the authorities in New Amster-
dam, proceeded to perform his military duties.

The next stage in the significant battle involved the right of
Jews to acquire and hold property, a right enjoyed by every
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citizen in New Amsterdam, In December, 1655, Salvator
D’Andrada, a Jewish merchant, purchased a house and lot at
public auction. But when he sought to take possession of the
property, he was forbidden to do so by Stuyvesant’s myrmidons.
Once again the Jews refused to adopt.a “hush-hush” attitude,
and roundly denounced the action, pointing out that since they
were taxed like other citizens, they should be entitled to acquire
and hold property. When the matter was brought to the attention
of the Dutch West India Company, the syndicate took action to
rescind the order. In a letter dated June 14, 1656, the Company
severely reprimanded Stuyvesant and specifically ordered him to
recognize the right of Jews to engage in all lawful business
pursuits and occupations,

The stage was now set for the final phase of the battle. In
April, 1657, Asser Levy appeared in court and asked for admission
to citizenship. The record shows with what consummate skill and
confidence, the militant Asser Levy argued his casc:

“Asser Levy, a Jew, appears in Court: requests to be admitted
a burgher; claims that such ought not to be refused him as he
keeps watch and ward like other Burghers; showing a Burgher
certificate from the City of Amsterdam that the Jew is a Burgher
there.”

The Court turned the matter over to Stuyvesant and the
Council. Realizing that this was their fight, too, since their own
rights depended upon the successful outcome of the struggle, the
leading Jews of the City rallied to support Asser Levy’s request.
In a petition to the authorities they pointed out that their
brethren in Amsterdam enjoyed the rights of cit.izens_hip, and that
“our Nation as long as they have been here, have with others
borne and paid, and still bear, all Burgher burdens. , . . We,
therefore, reverently request your Noble Worships to please not
exclude us out from the Burgher right. . . .” By now the reac-
tionary Stuyvesant regime realized that the Jews meant to fight
the issue tenaciously until they gained their rights, Reluctantly
the government acquiesced, and, on April 21, 1657, Jews werc
admitted to citizenship. Asser Levy, whose grandson, Lewis Levy,
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was later to serve as an officer in a New Jersey rcgimen.t.durix_lg
the Revolutionary War, became the first Jewish citizen in
rica.
Amf:ﬂmugh Asser Levy was always ready to defend the rights.of
the Jews, he was no separatist, isolz'atf.:d from t%le no‘n-_]ewm}‘].
population. Indeed, the Christian minister, Madison C. Peters,
has pointed out: “No other Jew in his day scemsp[o have had so
many dealings with Christians as Levy. In 1671 he lfent }he
money for the building of the first Lutheran Church ‘m_[\’ew
York. He was named as the executor of wills of Christian
merchants.” j
By 1664, when the English took over the col.o.ny of New
Amsterdam, individual Jews or isolated Jewish familics could .bc
found up and down the Atlantic seaboard. The second Jewish
settlement in the United States was founded in Newport, Rhode
Island. Indeed, among all the New England colonies only R.h.ode
Island offered the Jew complete toleration. Nor is this surprising,
for this colony was a haven of refuge to the oppressed and
persecuted of all sects. Roger Williams, founder of Rhode Island,
was one of the earliest champions in America of the cause of
religious liberty and toleration. He sought to found a“colo‘uy
from whose gates none should be turned away, neither “‘papists
and protestants, Jews and Turks,” #

“It is the will and command of God,” wrote V\Tilliams., “that
. « . a permission of the most Paganish, Jewish, Turkish, or
Antichristian consciences and worships, be granted to fzfl men in
all Nations and Countries. . . . True civility and Christianity may
flourish in a state of Kingdome, notwithstanding the permission
of divers and contrary consciences, either of Jew or Gentile.

And in Major Butler’'s Fourth Paper, 1652, Roger E-Villia.rr}s
declared: “I humbly conceive it to be the duty of the c%vzl
magistrate to break down that superstitious wall of separation

* The charter of the colony, obtained in 1668, declared that no person
should be “any wise molested, punished, disquieted, or caller'l m question, for
any differences in opinion in matters of religion. . . .* “-'1]11211_11 M(‘.Dfma]d.
Select Charters and Other Documents Illustrative of American History,
1606-1775, New York, 1899, p. 128.
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(Efs to civil things) between the Gentiles and the Jews, and freel
without their asking to make way for their peacéablc,habitatior{
among us.”

Between 1655 and 1657 Jews from New Amsterdam and
Curagao settled in Rhode Island, and in the spring of 1658
ﬁ.ftecn Jews came from Holland tc Newport. That 5&1‘:1:3 year }n
Newport a congregation under the name of “Jeshuat Israel” builg
the first synagogue in North America.*

The progressive doctrines of Roger Williams were upheld by
the Rhode Island General Assembly in 1684, in reply to a petition
of‘Simon Medus, David Brown and other Jews anxious to ascer-
tain their exact position in the communil‘.}f. “We declare,” the
Assembly stated, “that they may expect as good protection here,
as any stranger being not of our nation, residing amongst us in
this his Majesty’s colony ought to have, being obcdiegt to his
Majesty’s laws.”

‘This answer, affirming the right of Jews to settle in Rhode
Island, encouraged other Jews to come to the colony. On the eve
of the Revolution there were two hundred Jewish families in
Newport alone.

Jewish communities also arose in two of the southern colonies
and. Pennsylvania. The Fundamental Constitutions of Carolina,
dratt.cd by the English liberal, John Locke, in 1669, contained
provisions guaranteeing religious toleration to “Jews, heathens
and other dissenters . . .”

and provided that “. . . any seven
or more persons, agreeing in any religion, shall ct)ns;itlltc a
church. . . .”_‘]‘ew"s migrated in sufficient numbers into Charleston,
South Czu:olma, to establish a religious community in 1750.
Georglla was founded to rehabilitate debtors who were rotting
away their lives in English prisons, to aid oppressed German
Pro.l;e.stam.s, and to serve as a buffer area for South Carolina
against the Indians. Poor Jews in Furope were quite willing to
expose themselves to the danger of frontier life if they would but
be allowed to settle in Georgia. A boatload of Sepﬁardic Jews,

- s 8 :
) fxlrhough permanent Jewish residence in New York City dates back to
r : s = e 4
e it was not until 1728 that the religious congregation could build its own
synagogue. Before that time worship was conducted in rented quarters.

12

and another of German Jews, reached the medel colony shortly
after the arrival of the first governor, James Oglethorpe. Both
the trustees in London and the settlers in the colony demanded
the exclusion of Jewish settlers, Oglethorpe, however, rejected
these bigoted requests and permitted the Jews to remain and

set up a religious community.

When William Penn founded the colony of Pennsylvania, he
took pains to let it be known that religious liberty would be
guaranteed not only to Christians of every description but to all

who “acknowledged one Almighty and Eternal God to be the

Creator, Upholder, and Ruler of the World.” Jews who learned
of this liberal outlook came to the new colony, and about
1745 a Jewish community was organized at Philadelphia.

A few years later Jews began to carve a niche for themselves
on the Pennsylvania frontier. Of the cleven original families
that are classed as the founders of Easton, Pennsylvania, in 1750,
Meyer Hart and his wife, Rachel, were one. The forty people in
these eleven familics, Jew and Gentile alike, clustered about a
little frontier stockade, in a place where the war-whoop of the
Indians was a familiar and much dreaded sound. In 1753, when
the somewhat enlarged community built a f[ree school, Meyer
Hart's name led the list of contributors. The cause of free public
education was advanced by his donation of twenty pounds of
wrought nails.

Jewish settlers also played a leading role in the frontier
community of Lancaster, Pennsylvania. In 1747, Richard Locke
wrote of the population of Lancaster: “Here are less Quakers
than in many other counties . . . here are ten families of Jews.”
That same year the community of Lancaster was enriched by the
arrival of Dr. Isaac Cohen, who with a quaint notice announced
his intention to set up practice as a physician:

“Dr. Isaac Cohen from Hamburg in Germany, whe studied
seven years in the City of Copenhagen, informs the public that
he has lately arrived in Lancaster, where he intends to practice
physic and the art of healing, at the home of John Hatz, inn-
keeper. . . . N.B—Poor persons cured gratis if they can show a
certificate from a clergyman that they are really poor. He expects
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letters addressed to him to be postpaid, those who live at a dis-
tance and desire his aid will please send a horse for him.”

On the eve of the American Revolution the Jewish population
numbered about two thousand or three thousand in a total
population of approximately three million, or less than one-tenth
of one per cent. Most of them were from Spain or Portugal or of
Sephardim descent, but quite a few of Ashkenazim descent had
come from Germany together with other persecuted German sects,
and a small number were [rom England.

Even though the Jewish communities, concentrated chiefly in
a half dozen seaboard cities, were small before the Revolution,
individual Jews played an important part in the commercial and
social life of the colonies. Jewish merchants were active in the
intercolonial and foreign trade and in trade with the Indians.
Hayman Levy of the New York firm of Levy, Lyons and Company
became the largest fur trader of the colonies. The Jewish mer-
chants of Pennsylvania were exceedingly important in helping to
open up the West. Joseph Simon of Lancaster became one of the
largest landholders in Pennsylvania and, in fact, in America, his
enterprises extending not only in Pennsylvania but to the Ohio
and Illinois and to the Mississippi River. The brothers Bernard
and Michael Gratz of Philadelphia were among the leading fur
traders and land speculators in the colonies, and contributed
immeasurably towards the expansion of the frontier,

The foremost Jewish families on the eve of the American
Revolution were the Franks, Simon and Gratz families of
Pennsylvania, the Sheftal] and Minis families of Georgia, the
Ettings of Maryland, the Cohens of South Carolina, the Pintos of
Connecticut, the Hays and Lopez families of Rhode Island and
Massachusetts, and the Gomez, Seixas, Simon, Hendricks, Moses
and Phillips families of New York.

The most influential Jew in colonial America was undoubt-
edly Aaron Lopez of Newport. In Portugal, Lopez and his two
brothers had lived outwardly as Christians but secretly as Jews.
Aaron Lopez arrived in Newport with his wife on October 13,
1752. Beginning as a merchant in the spermaceti candle business,
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he gradually built up a lucrative trat.ie in man};E?medivtiels “(Tt};
Europe, the West Indies .anq Africa. ‘By l‘.r‘f‘:;.,l‘Lo]?;r:1 ;ﬂes
complete or part ownership in over tl.urty vessels. 2 i
president of Yale University, said of him:

i : Honor and
“Ie was a Merchant of the first Eminence; for\-Iercham e
Extent of Commerce probably surpassed by no :I i 1
i usiness with the greatest ease :
ey : Adour, a calm urbanity
' carri t a sweetness of behaviour, 1 u Y,
U b i i : of manners. Without a
oreeable affected politeness of manners. :
apreeable and unaffec : 5 .r .
:irr:.glg enemy and the most universally beloved by an extensiv
acquaintance of any man I ever knew,
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2. Jews and the American Revolution

URING the American Revolution the vast majority of the

Jews rendered distinguished service in the cause of free-

dom, fighting with uncompromising zeal to frce their
country from British domination. The Jewish people actively
participated in the momentous events culminating in the Amer-
ican War for Independence. Owing to the fact that most Jews
were merchants and tradesmen they were among the first to feel
the disastrous cffects of British repressive measures. The continu-
ance and enforcement of these restrictions would have destroyed
the economic prospects of most of the Jewish people in America.
Thus the British laws which required the Americans to trade
only with the British West Indies threatened to destroy the
profitable trade Jewish merchants had developed with the French,
Spanish and Dutch West Indies, At the same time the ‘Royal
Proclamation of 1763 forbidding settlement west of the Appa-
lachian mountains struck a heavy blow at the prospects of Jewish
traders and land speculators,

The Jews threw in their lot with the progressive upsurge of
the American people early in the Revolutionary movement.
When the Stamp Act was passed in 1765, every Jewish merchant
in New York agreed not to im port goods subject to the provisions
of that law. Meanwhile, in Philadel phia, nine Jewish traders *
joined others to adopt the non-importation resolutions by which

*The signers incdluded Benjamin Levy, Samson Levy, Joscph Jacobs, Hyman

Levy, Jr., David Franks, Mathias Bush, Bernard Gratz, Michaecl Graiz, and
Moses Mordecai.
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they agreed “not to have any goods slwfppfed fn?m‘ ?Zeil-fr:;?;l
unLJiI after the repeal of the Stamp Act. Five years la e ,.111 -\-Uni
when an attempt was made in New York to ‘strengt 1elrna l.tse; -
Importation Resolution:; a 1111111bc:rr ?gf Jewish merchants ag

: eir names to the agreement.
a“dfif:: I::'IEOTCEHICHL of thge non—im;)OI'.tati011 agreements r;:
largely in the hands of the Sons of L1be1tj«,‘ dln {;rgfl:;f;nlim
formed in the latter part of 1765. Composed mainly o mf:I . 0£
artisans and day laborers, this body served as the spear mal 1
the movement to {ree the colonies from Englal}d and to esta )}11.5 1
greater democracy in America. Relying on dlrlcctlactmn rasth :(11
than on petitions to Parliament, the Sons c?t Liberty pu 5
forward the revolutionary movement by proc}dmg those mex:x} i
of the mercantile, landed and professional aristocracy wh‘o wis ;
to advance slowly, and pushing aside those consctrx-'atwes who
feared the democratic objectives of the common people. L

The Sons of Liberty attracted the support of a number I.)
Jews, the most notable of whom was HaerL Salomon, sg:of: 1;:
become the greatest financier of the Revolution. Hﬁ? wis l:u; .
Lisa, Poland, in 1740, of Jewish-Portuguese ancestry. At tdemi
of thirty he became an ardent advocate of .Pohsh: 1ndcp€'r_l e’. (i
and a close friend of Kosciusko and Pulaski, I”_ohsh patn?n:s tmf
supporters of the American R.EVOhllllOI‘l. }n 17!2 tl:ic {)M:::)::} ::k
Poland by Tsarist Russia and autocratic E russia and Aus b
place. Simultaneously, a series of pogroms against the Jews
lallr::zzf.participating in unsuccessful insurrections in his n:::’f-!
land, Salomon came to New York in 1772. There }TE met _E t;;P
ander McDougall, Isaac Sears, and John Lamb, 1eadlcrs o d
New York Sons of Liberty. They soon became ['as_r. frlen;ls:,bgll:lw
McDougall undoubtedly influenced Salomon to join _tlhe. lca;le.n.t;
Boys. Thus, while rising into the rarfks‘of the mercan’t.lic ei - ir.]
by opening a brokerage and commission merchaflts )1.151 »n.hhthc
New York, Salomon did not hesitate to cast his -lot witl -
mechanics and day laborers. The Sons of Liberty V\”&l\"f: b,l,tt(;I §L
condemned by many members of the “better classes,” bu
% The Jewish merchants who signed the. compact wert; Sacmsiil{agudah,
Hyman Levy, Jacob Moses, Jacob Myers, Jonas Phillips, and Isaa
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Salomon’s previous association with the cause of liberty in his
native land drew the ardent Polish-Jewish patriot naturally to the
side of the common people in America who were snrug;{ling to
overthrow “Tyranny at home and abroad.” :

While Haym Salomon was working with the Liberty Boys in
New York, Francis Salvador, the Jewish plantation owner of
South Carolina, who was known as “the Southern Paul Revere,”
was playing a similar role in a different section of the country,
Raised in luxury in England and inheriting a fortune of £60,000,
Salvador arrived in South Carolina in December, 1773. He
imr:*aediately allied himself with the Revolutionary patriots. So
active was he in the patriotic cause, that he was elected a member
of the Genceral Assembly in South Carolina in 1775—one year
after his arrival in the coIony. At about the same time, he was
chosen by the inhabitants of South Carolina as a delegate to the
Prc‘)\-’incia] Congress, the body that co-ordinated rex-':)lutionarv
activity throughout the colony. Shortly after he assumed his seat’,
he was appointed to serve on a committee to carry out the
provisions of the Articles passed by the Provincial Congl:ess_. which
stated that the colonists “were entitled to life, ]Hibertv and
property, and that they had never ceded (o any sovereign Jpowcr
whatever a right to dispose of either without their consent.”
Salvador was also sent by the Congress to persuade Tories to join
the Revohltionar}r movement, Rev. Dr. Tennent, who headed
one such mission to the Tories, wrote in September, 1775: “In my
efforts T was ably seconded by Mr. Salvador.” And David Fanning,
a Tory colonel in the Revolutionary War, noted the following
in his diary under the date of July, 1775: i

But at the time appointed, instead of meeting a minister,
we all went to meet two Jews by name of Silvedoor [sic] and
Repley, and after making many speeches in favor of the rebel lion
and used all their endeavors to delude the people away, at last
presented rebellion papers to see who would sign them. They
were severely reprimanded by Henry O'Neil and many others.
It came so high that they had much ado to get off with their lives.”

Salvador was the first Jew to give his life in the Revolutionary
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cause. On August 1, 1776, less than a month after the Dcd.ara[ion
of Independence was signed, he was killed in a battle against the
Tories and Indians who had been invited by the British.* Only
twenty-nine years old when he died, his loss was keenly felt by
the patriots. As Judge William Drayton, leader of the South
Carolina movement, put it: “Salvador was intimately known and
esteemed by the first revolutionary characters of South Carolina.”
“The whole army regretted his loss,” added a contemporary
]ournal, The Rembrancer, “as he was universally loved and
esteemed by them.”

Of the two to three thousand Jews in America on the eve of
the War for Independence only a very small portion were men
young cnough to bear arms. In licht of these circumstances, the
fact that as many as a hundred Jews served as regular troops and
militiamen during the American War of Liberation, reveals the
deep attachment of this numerically insignificant group for the
Revolutionary cause. Several military units had a relatively high
percentage of Jews. In South Carolina, for example, there was a
“Jews’ Company,” commanded by Captain Richard Lushington.
The name derived from the fact that this voluntary company had
been recruited from a section of Charleston in which Jews pre-
dominated and that a high percentage of its members—ten to
fifteen out of a full complement of sixty men—were Jews.

Jewish soldiers served with honor and distinction on the field
of battle. Philip Moses Russell, who enlisted as a surgeon’s mate
in the spring of 1775 and left the army in 1780 because of an
illness contracted at Val ley Forge, was commended by Washington
for his “assiduous and faithful attention to the sick and
wounded.” Asher Pollock of Newport who enlisted in 1777
remained in the Continental Army for more than six years, At
the end of the war he was mustered out and awarded “two
honorary badges for faithful services.” Benjamin Nones, a French

* Salvador's military activities did not represent the first instance of Jewish
Participation in the armed forces in America. At the opening of the French
and Indian War in 1757, Isaac Myers of New York called a town meeting at
the Rising Sun Inn and set up a company of soldiers of which he was chosen
captain, Joseph Simon distinguished himself in a battle with the Indians at
Bloody Run in 1763, and Aaron Hart fought with the Army invading Canada,
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Jew, came from Bordeaux,
volunteering in the Ameri
service under Generals Pulaski, Washingmn and L
tain Verdier reported on December 15, 1779:;

can Revolutionary Army. He saw
afayette. Cap-

“Benjamin Nones has served as a volunteer in my company
during the campaign of this year and at the siege of Savannah in
Georgia and his behavior under fire in all the bloody actions we
fought have been marked by the bravery and courage which a
military man is expected to show for the liberties of his country,
and which acts of said Nones gained him the favor and esteem of

General Pulaski, as well as that of all the officers who witnessed
his daring conduct.”

In recognition of his “bravery and courage,”

Nones was pro-
moted to the rank of Major of a

Legion of 400 made up in part
of Jews. So many Jews were promoted from the ranks for dis-
tinguished service in batile that by the end of the war fully
one-half of the Jews who served in the regular army were officers,
some with the rank of lieutenant-colonel.

Nothing illustrates the patriotic spirit of the Jewish Revolu-
tionary soldier better than does the following letter sent by
Solomon Bush of Philadelphia to a friend in the South sometime
after he had been severely wounded in battle:

“I am, thank God, better and have the satisfaction to have
my limb perfectly straight. My wishes are to be able to get satis-
faction and revenge the wrongs of my injured country. I wish

you joy of our troops to the northward and hope to tell you
New York is ours before lomte: -

Besides fighting, the Jews helped the Revolution financially,
contributing substantial funds to the winning of the war. The
brothers Bernard and Michael Gratz helped equip the North-
western expedition of George Rogers Clark. Because of his
Revolutionary sentiments, Isaac Moses, a New York merchant,
was forced to escape to Philadelphia immediately upon the
capture of New York by the British. Throughout his stay in
Philadelphia he gave financial aid to the patriots,

At one time,
when the outlook was

darkest for the Revoll.ltionary cause, he
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France, expressly for the purpose of

slution: A . Haym Salomon,
| conclusion of the Revolutionary War. But Hay

ve his personal bond for £3,000 for pl‘ovi.sfitndniing tht,a arm;;f'.
- el Mordecai Noah, who served on Washington's staft,
?xfi:i‘;l.led $10,000 to the Cc:mLinbentaI Arrny.. I\-Ioses.-hl\-I.rHat;‘fi) ::tf
Boston was always ready to (;0:‘1:1'1@11{3 fmar.;cmlly tn? t Ex:;tr i){.ﬁ“:
On June 10, 1782, Robert Morris, bll}_)t‘.l‘l[‘ittljldfjl.lt o ; _dd ‘.d
of Finance, thanked Hays for his o‘ff(fr _of E?.SSlStB.IIC?, and a u;m
“that the present situation of 1_h_e pu L,)’llc business does not req
the assistance you so kindly offered. : e
No one man, of course, was responsible for the successfu

| almost single-handed, kept up the har.ikrupt I_{evolutlonflry]%g;-

I ernment’s _crcdit. As a Scnate C()mmrtt(:(} pomt.ed out _mdr L

| Salomon “oave great assistance by ]_o%ms ?1 money and btiia- »ar;lc;

| ing liberally of his means to sustain the men er{gag[e ' mwzre

{ struggle for independence at a time when the sinews of war

\ fial to success.”
cssc:\ti:eln the British captured New York, Sﬂl(}I.DOl'.l was an‘es.ted
and charged with conspiring with the Revolutionists. .Lcarmng
of his am‘s:xing knowledge of langu agcs_l%e knew ten—his capi.cil'"s_
released him in order to use him as an interpreter among tht’u
Hessian mercenaries. In this work Salomon r'f!ndered a gt'ﬁ.z-lt deal
of aid to American prisoners, and propagandized the Hessians b);
telling them of Washington’s offer of a l'1undrcd\'ai,rcs‘of gmoiL
land Lm every Hessian who deserted to the A{nm l.c(m c,ausel_ r?
good numhc;" immediately went over to the (‘Ontlner.lta] Army.
; On the night of August 5, 1778, Salomon was again arrested
and impris:_mléd in the Provost Jail, the most dreadf..*d Of’th(;
British Lpi‘iS()llS. A few days later ll-tf was (‘.ourt—rna?,tzled .id::;
charged with using his home to a.ssm_ the esc:{yc of / m(}:r Lthe
prisoners, with sheltering spies, with communicating wit 1b
Continental Army, with assisting 1-\-’;13111%1‘&;!:011 in a Plot t(.) u}rln
the King’s fleet in the Harbor of NCV:V York, zm.d w.lth usmig 115
position as an interpreter for the Hessian troops to promote ¢ es‘cd
‘tion and treason. He was found guilty of treason and sentence
' T f_‘d
2 %}-’l];noﬁ‘nh]g, Salomon and his Hessian gugl'd had Lb{,al:::rj
There are various conjectures about how the escape was acc

21



= —

plished, but it is most likely that the Sons of Liberty, led by
Alexander McDougall, effected his release,

Leaving his wife and baby in New Y
way to Philadelphia. In a few years he b
in the city, and one of the large
North America. But his funds
institution, for he loaned or gave the Revolutionary, government
$658,007.43, of which $210,000 was in specie. The notebook of
Robert Morris shows not less than
Salomon advanced funds in one w
$20,000 to pay the salarics of men
to keep them in se

ork, Salomon made his
¢came a leading broker
st depositors in the Bank of
did not remain long in that

75 transactions in which
ay or another.* He advanced
holding public office in order
rvice, and made many advances during the war
to army officers, to foreign agents, and for the outfitting of
soldiers, Among those who received such loans were James
Madison, James Wilson, Joseph Reed, James Monroe, Thaddeus
Kosciusko, Edmund Randolf_;h, Baron Von Steuben and General
Miflin. Madison frequently w

Tote of the “Kindness of our little
friend in Front Street,” who rejected “all recompense” on the
ground that the “price of MONey is so usurious that . . . it ought
to be extorted from none but those that aim at a profitable
speculation.”

To all who came with requests for financi
otic cause, Salomon replied: “Draw on me for any sum by post or
express, it shall be honoured at sight, let the amount be EVET 50
great. The bills may be drawn on New York or London if they
are endorsed by their commanding officers.”

In addition o all this, Salomon served as Paymaster of the
French troops in America, and negotiated the war subsidies from
France and Holland “on his own personal security without the

al aid for the patri-

* The following entries recorded in Morris’ diary under different dates are
typical: “Sent for Mr. Salomon, the Broker . . | Haym Salomon called this day
to inform me of some circumstances relative to Bills of Exchange . .

- Salomon
the Broker came and T urged him to leave no stone unturned to find out
money—or the means by which 1 can obtain it . , . T sent for Mr. Haym

Salomon to consult respecting the sale of Bills,
continue to undersell me, therefore must wait . , . Ir. Haym Salomon respect-
ing Bills of Exchange. I consulted him about raising the Price, he advises me
to secure a pood deal of money first as he thinks an 1 ttempt (o raise the Price
will stop the sale for some time and T am of the same opinion,”

And find the French agents
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ired a ¢ ission of only
f a cent to the country and required a LO]_Tlm'le 0d “Pmkel
a . F E L : i . iran 3
loss 0197 for his invaluable services. .[—Ic vvfs appcill v
i 0}{ gice of Finance of the United States™ as }v«eA as
. Treasurer of the French Army. )
h consul and Treasur : -
R Robert Morris needed a substantial sum to buy su‘pp.Old
Whenld' he sent a courier to Salomon. The story is tc
. hiladelphia whi Salomon was
o th; messenger arrived in Philadelphia while Salon e
= ic 2 2SSENGET Appeare
that' ipating in Yom Kippur services. The ﬂlLaserig t I:]Ee)ed "
Pﬂr';ﬂp ogue and informed Salomon of the urgen . .t o
synagogu ; 1 : i e
o él‘nilenl for money. Without a word he 1;t_urn i
o . : is £ -worshippers. 3
.- in the synagogue and asked his fellow-wors pE bl
e 1 L ol il
I'Jl'aczom Kippur,” replied one. “But it's the C-rlﬁc b
“31_ d. This was enough. The money was quickly rai
replied. s : g L
1 ove forris.
lay turned over to M G
the(l)lex} i 21, 1783, Salomon and several other k,adm% J.m i
e / i 1 v Thomas Paine, tc
i igne ition, writien by Tl
. a* signed a petition, ) iy
PhlladEIP_hl i ess, promising to raise funds needed t
the Continental Congress, p :
pay the soldiers:

e World,” it went, “with Cal}ing on
e do' - an:::zi ':t};L l'l%eotr'lkcli';m'uand to the (El'!.ld}t‘l?l'fil ?(E
COIlg‘l:USS i 1d(-) 'Jli"il,hhol.d the means by which that }Ub?it 15 o
E )}Ieihe coﬁtl‘arv, we [reely offer ourselves 10 jmrioto
-y mlﬁne{ll-l'(;ational inca{'.‘surc to effect those pl.:;p,?ses and
zlsltd;lglilsrlll Itihgf character of America equal to her rank.

ie n account of their

Some Jews suffered severe losses Chltﬂ}f. on ac il
adherence to the American cause. The business ;)1 nr_dl. ) %;\itiqh

. : 't W wrecked when the ] s

1 : F Newport was wrec : .
ewish merchants of : o Wb
Ja tured most of their vessels. When Haym S.-]]r.)mo]n d b
c el g : i omile ol e
I?I;’} his family was left practically penniless, “luler --k-]'_-]i?_:_h .

' o ; $350,000, none of w .

~d his es s much as $350,000, .

ment owed his estate a Lk R
ever repaid.** David Hays, a Westchester County merchz

I T ; : ;

L y ent were Isaac
S S in signing this docume it
A E y oined Haym Salomon in si ; : onas Phillips,
F; &LI h?:;:'tst]l_.?:\«:l\f Isaac Moses, Moses Cohen, Seymour Hart. J
ranks, Isaz Jaiidaa

il i J??Db' butncg?r;‘nd in 1850, Congressional Com-
: asi tably in 1R4¢ 50,
** On several occasions, no 3

i y L 1wthing EVET
i back favorab; Y. Bu ik
mi ttees discussed the daim and Tl’.pﬂ! ted V¥ : :
Came ‘Uf it (Jl: December 15, 1941 s however, SE{]O]I!UH} 'ﬁ.llﬂnt. TE]C!?I ed t.hc_
B iti n‘ he s illslly deserved. In Clm.aga on that d(lf 1e Georpe
Tecognitio 50 ol B
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